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CD4PEACE – REPORT OF THE 47th REGULAR SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 

COUNCIL 

July 12, 2021 : HC oral update on Georgia. 

All sources used to draft the report can be found here. Report drafted by Quentin Bérod on 

July 13, 2021. 
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The main concern is on the so-called frozen conflict in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, 

regions where the central government of Georgia can not access. 

Mr. Mahamane Cissé-Gouro, Officer in Charge of the Field Operations and Technical 

Cooperation Division of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights will 

update the HRC on Georgia. 

He started by emphasizing the role of CSOs in strengthening human rights situation on 

the ground. He noted some positive development, including the new law on Persons with 

Disabilities and the ratification by Georgia of the optional protocol to the U.N. Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

He stated his concerns with regard to discrimination on religious grounds and condemned 

threats and assaults by violent groups against journalists and organisers in the context of 

the Tbilisi Pride (July 5, 2021). 

Then, he recalled the HRC resolution 43/60 that demands access for OHCHR to Abkhazia 

and South Ossetia regions in Georgia, for the purpose of conducting an independent 

assessment of the human rights situation. He regretted that no progress has been made 

on this point. Subsequently, he stated the full support of the OHCHR in the matter and 

deplored the increasing isolation and vulnerability of the populations in Abkhazia and 

South Ossetia.  

Furthermore, he deplored the prolonged closure of most crossing points in Abkhazia and 

South Ossetia, indirectly resulting in the death of four people (on 7 April 2021) from 

drowning in the river Inguri, in an attempt to cross the Administrative Boundary Line. 

Mr. Cissé-Gouro concluded his intervention by calling on all stakeholders to put human 

rights sensitive approaches at the centre of the COVID-19 responses and to work on 

solutions to avoid practices and measures leading to increased vulnerability and isolation 

of the affected population. 

 

H.E. Mr. Alexander Maisuradze, Premanent Representative of Georgia, answered by 

stating that, since the adoption of the resolution 46/30, the human rights situation in 

Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions has reached a critical stage, bringing the regions on 

the verge of a catastrophe. He accused the Russian Federation to prevent the OHCHR 

from entering both regions. He denounced the “militarization” an “borderization” of the 

regions, that are coupled with kidnappings and (illegal) detentions.  

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1z/k1zqwloub4
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He pursued by outlining how people have been suffering from shortage of food and 

medicine during the COVID-19 pandemic. According to him, the closure of the occupation 

line has caused numerous deaths, by impeaching people to cross the administrative line 

and to get healthcare in the territory controlled by the Government of Georgia. 

He also took this opportunity to recall that the ECHR had ruled Russia’s responsibility for 

violation, through its occupation and effective control over Abkhazia and South Ossetia, 

of fundamental norms of international law. He therefore recommended the international 

society to use such legal instrument to ensure Russia’s implementation of its obligations. 
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