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CD4PEACE – REPORT OF THE 47TH REGULAR SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 

COUNCIL (JUNE 22, 2021) 

Presentation of country reports (Iran). 

All sources used to draft the report can be found here. Report drafted by Serhat Yilmaz on 

June 22, 2021. 

Main Report 

Main report 
 

This report follows the request in resolution 75/191 adopted by the General Assembly 

asking the Secretary General to report on the human rights situation in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran during the 47th regular session. This report discusses the evolution of the 

situation and the progress since resolution 75/191 and the recommendations to be 

adopted in order to improve resolution. The report covers the period from June 1, 2020 to 

March 17, 2021. 

The session was opened by statements from Michelle Bachelet (UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights), Esmaeil B. Hamaneh (Ambassador of Islamic 

Republic of Iran)  

In her statement, Michelle Bachelet referred to the deteriorating economic situation in the 

country. The standard of living of Iranians has fallen, inflation is high and unemployment is 

high. She denounces the authorities' lack of will to carry out further reforms. In addition, 

the Covid-19 has harmed health sectors and highlighted an already outdated sector. She 

insisted on emphasizing that the existence of sanctions in no way diminishes the ability to 

manage the pandemic in accordance with human rights. The Secretary General is worrying 

in his report about the use of the death penalty and its arbitrary imposition. Confessions 

are often coerced under torture and there is no fair trial. Michelle Bachelet mentioned the 

increase in drug-related executions. Ethnic and religious minorities are particularly 

targeted. Many Kurds have been executed and many of the Arab minority are on death 

row, either forcibly disappeared or executed in secret. She also referred to the increase 

in executions of other minorities such as the Baloch minority. She denounces the 

inappropriate use of force by the security forces on demonstrators, especially in 

December 2019 when violence was the worst incident in decades. Journalists, human 

rights defenders, lawyers have been subjected to criminal prosecution and prosecution. 

There was no investigation into the human rights violations committed by the security 

forces on the demonstrators or on the numerous cases of torture of people forced to 

confess. In addition, those collaborating with United Nations agents have received 

reprisals. Michelle Bachelet, however, is committed to the law on the reduction of 

sentences and the release of a journalist. However, the latter was sentenced to 

imprisonment after being released. In his report, the Secretary General denounces the use 

of solitary confinement as a form of repression. The High Commissioner has raised alarm 

over the framework for political participation which is not in line with international 

standards. 

 

https://hrc47thsession2021.sched.com/event/jXNT/presentation-of-reports-iran-and-oral-updates-nicaragua
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/47/22
https://hrcmeetings.ohchr.org/HRCSessions/HRCDocuments/43/OTH/OTH_1626_75_e2d21227_d7f3_499a_ba58_d3cc9837ef52.docx
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In his statement, Esmaeil B. Hamaneh expresses the will of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 

engage in the promotion and enforcement of human rights. The Ambassador also 

encourages member states to uphold the principles of objectivity, universality and non-

selectivity in the consideration of human rights issues. He denounces the double standards 

and the politicization of human rights issues. Esmaeil B. Hamaneh expresses obsession 

and hostility against Iran and denounces the attitude of the US towards them. The USA 

has shown an intention to harm the nation by imposing sanctions during the pandemic. 

The US and the countries that have taken part in the coercive measures must be held 

accountable for human rights violations. The ambassador questions the role of the US as 

a defender of human rights. He underlines the desire for demonization of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran and notes that Canada has severed all diplomatic ties for more than 10 

years for no reason. The methodology used for this controversial report is based on 

overgeneralizing individual cases, amplifying negative elements and minimizing positive 

cases. However, the country did not hesitate to correct the misinformation and 

unsubstantiated allegations in the report. The ambassador says he would have liked the 

professional approach taken by Iran to be adopted by others as well. Finally, he regrets 

that the human rights mechanisms refuse to remain silent on the assassination of Iranian 

nationals and scientists. 

In conclusion, this session was presented as a presentation of the Secretary General's 

report. The Islamic Republic of Iran responded by developing rhetoric in both substance 

and form of the report. 
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