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CD4PEACE – REPORT OF THE 47TH REGULAR SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 

COUNCIL (JUNE 21-22, 2021) 

ID with SR on Eritrea. 

All sources used to draft the report can be found here. Report drafted by Serhat Yilmaz on 

June 21-22 2021. 

Main Report 

Main report 
 

This session follows up on the report of the Special Reporter following resolution 44/1, the 

term of which was extended by the council. The mandate covers the human rights situation 

in Eritrea for a year. The report covers the period from May 5 to April 28, 2021. 

The report was prepared by the special rapporteur on the human rights situation in Eritrea, 

Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker. The rapporteur denounces in his report the lack of 

cooperation of the Eritrean government which refused him access to the territory. He 

encourages the country to cooperate with the African Commission on Human and 

Peoples' Rights. He mentions cases of torture, extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 

executions and murders in his territory. The special rapporteur alarms on incommunicado 

detentions, arbitrary arrests and detentions, inhuman detention conditions, indefinite 

national military service, the absence of freedom of expression, opinion, association, belief 

religion and movement, the lack of rule of law and serious human rights violations 

committed by Eritrean soldiers in the Tigray region of Ethiopia. 

 

The session was opened by statements from Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker (Special 

Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea)  

 

In her statement, Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker doesn’t note any tangible sign of 

progress and believes that Eritrea has spread human rights violations beyond its borders. 

There is a serious problem of human rights violations. People are detained and are not 

informed of the reason for their arrest. The rapporteur stresses the importance of having 

a fair trial. He mentions several problems; indefinite military service, forced labor, sexual 

violence, human rights violations by Eritrean troops etc ... More than 25,000 Eritrean 

refugees are currently in the Tigray region whose rights are violated. He urges their 

release. He encourages the country to strengthen cooperation with human rights 

mechanisms and stresses that Eritrea has not collaborated with African human rights 

mechanisms either. The lack of cooperation denotes a lack of will. Mohamed Abdelsalam 

Babiker urges the council to exert the maximum pressure to encourage the recovery of 

the situation. He reiterates his willingness to discuss and collaborate with the Eritrean 

government. 

 

https://hrc47thsession2021.sched.com/event/jWD2/id-with-sr-on-eritrea
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/47/21
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The delegation of Eritrea represented by Gerahtu. The statement was inaudible during 

the 5 minutes of presentations.  

 

Representative of the European Union is concerned about the situation in Eritrea. 

However, he wishes to welcome the release of certain prisoners but encourages the 

release of all prisoners for ethnic, religious or ideological reasons. He points out the lack 

of evidence regarding the withdrawal of troops from Tigray. 

 

The Permanent Representation of Norway represented by Tine Morch Smitch is 

concerned about the presence of Eritrean forces in Tigray. She wishes to welcome the 

agreement in March by President Afwerki and Abiy to withdraw Eritrean troops from 

Tigray. The country is concerned about the human rights situation in Eritrea and 

encourages full access to the Special Rapporteur. Tine Morch Smitch called on the 

Eritrean government to work with the special rapporteur. 

 

Liechtenstein represented by Kurt Jaeger is concerned about Eritrea’s involvement in 

the deteriorating situation in Tigray. He denounces kidnappings, detentions, extrajudicial 

executions, civilian executions, arbitrary detentions, incommunicado detention, looting, 

sexual violence, forced repatriation of Eritrean refugees, etc... internal investigations into 

these human rights violations. He urges the country adopted transparent and effective 

institutions, the separation of powers and the participation of the people in the political 

process. Eritrea must also cooperate with the United Nations and the African Union. 

 

France represented by François Gave does not note any improvement despite their 

appeal. France is concerned about the violation of human rights, in particular arbitrary 

detentions, acts of torture, enforced disappearances and restrictions on freedom. The 

French representative calls for a reform of the indefinite military service. He’s also 

concerned about the human rights violations of the Eritrean military in the Tigray region. 

The country reiterates its call on Eritrea to withdraw Eritrean troops from the region. 

France supports the renewal of the mandate of the special rapporteur. 

 

Switzerland calls on the government to strengthen collaboration with all human rights 

mechanisms. The country considers it urgent to reform the justice system in order to 

establish the rule of law, reform military service, offer freedom of religion, association and 

expression of the press, and condemns gender-based violence. She also denounces the 

human rights violations of the Eritrean troops in Ethiopia. 

 

Germany is very concerned about human rights in Eritrea and warns of violations related 

to freedom of expression, belief, religion, assembly as well as incommunicado detention. 

She believes that indefinite detention and non-cooperation is inconceivable in 2021. 
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Indonesia - No speaking 

 

Cuba denounces the two weights of measure; the different treatment depending on the 

country and denounces the politicization of human rights. In addition, Cuba points out that 

the resolution giving the council a mandate has not been accepted by the country. 

 

Eritrea spoke again on a point of order. The mandate is not respected because it deals 

with the human rights situation in Eritrea, yet the Tigray region is located in Ethiopia. Thus, 

the rapporteur oversteps his mandate. He therefore asks for the deletion of all statements 

that go beyond the mandate. 

 

Council Chairman Nazhat Shameem Khan says there is no way to suppress statements 

on this matter. This is a matter of substance and not of procedure. 

 

Australia reiterates its support for the Special Rapporteur and strongly encourages 

Eritrea to have an effective legal framework. The country is concerned about sexual and 

gender-based violence, the violation of humanitarian law of the Eritrean forces. The 

Ethiopian government has asked Eritrean troops to leave the region and therefore 

Australia is asking Eritrea to implement this request. The country urges Eritrea to 

investigate these violations. 

 

The Republic of Korea commented on the rapporteur's mission noting that it overstepped 

its mandate by making allegations that were not verified. The attitude is counterproductive 

to the evolution of human rights. The Council and the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

should refrain from all politicization and double standards. 

 

China salutes Eritrea for raising the standard of living of its population and for its fight 

against Covid-19. The charges are unfounded and are not verified. The mandate has been 

passed and China urges the council to avoid any politicization of human rights issues. 

 

The Netherlands represented by Monique Van Daale is deeply concerned about the 

indefinite national military service and other human rights violations. She expressed 

concern about arbitrary detentions, enforced disappearances, persecution for religious 

reasons and urged Eritrea to release all religious, political and journalists’ prisoners. The 

Netherlands supports the special rapporteur in his mission and encourages the country to 

cooperate with all mechanisms of the council. 
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Venezuela believes that the accusations are unfounded and does not support the 

mandates imposed systematically targeting the countries of the South. This is interference 

in the country especially when it is done without their agreement. The community of 

nations must support Eritrea and the council must end this kind of counterproductive 

dialogue. 

 

United States condemns the presence of Eritrean troops in Tigray and calls for the 

immediate and verifiable withdrawal of Eritrean troops. The Eritrean forces continue to 

violate many human rights: extrajudicial execution, rape, sexual violence, arbitrary 

detention, violation of freedom of expression, religion or association, Eritrean refugee 

returned against their will to Eritrea etc ... The United States is concerned about the role 

of Eritrea in Tigray because the country prevents access to humanitarian aid which leads 

in particular to famines. 

 

Saudi Arabia thanks the work of the special rapporteur. The country salutes Eritrea in its 

efforts to protect human rights and welcomes cooperation with all stakeholders. Saudi 

Arabia for its part continues to work with the international community. Sound interruption. 

 

Austria supports the rapporteur and his mandate but regrets the lack of improvement in 

the situation in Eritrea. Austria is concerned about the practice of indefinite military 

service, arbitrary detentions, enforced disappearances, violation of freedom of expression, 

religion, assembly and association. The country calls on the government to collaborate 

with human rights bodies and calls for the withdrawal of troops from Tigray. 

 

Sri Lanka expresses the feeling that this resolution does not contribute to the 

improvement of human rights in these states. On the contrary, the report based on 

unfounded convictions contributes to the deterioration of the situation. Sri Lanka 

encourages the council adopted an objective approach attitude. 

 

Sudan represented by Ahmed Taha thanks the special rapporteur. The country reiterates 

its position for the promotion of human rights everywhere in the world. The representative 

stressed the importance of respecting the principles of the Human Rights Council and 

encouraged Eritrea to cooperate with human rights mechanisms. 

 

Belarus does not support the creation of a mandate without the approval of the 

government in question. The country is rather concerned about the human rights situation 

in the author countries of the resolution on Eritrea, i.e. the Netherlands, the Czech 

Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Estonia. Belarus calls for an investigation into human 

rights in Western countries. 
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Ireland is concerned about the serious situation and supports the rapporteur. Ireland is 

not seeing any improvement. The situation is serious with regard to justice, freedom of 

religion, expression and association, arbitrary arrests, incommunicado detention and 

indefinite military service. Eritrea must promote human rights. Ireland is also concerned 

about allegations about Eritrean troops regarding human rights violations and the plight of 

Eritrean refugees. 

 

Belgium deplores the human rights situation and is concerned about the harsh conditions 

of imprisonment which violate the exercise of fundamental freedom. In addition, the 

national service does not allow young people to have the right to education. Women in 

Eritrea are vulnerable as many sexual violence goes unpunished. The violence against 

civilians by the military is worrying. The country must investigate all these violations., 

Violence against army civilians 

 

Somalia informs about its cooperation with Eritrea and Ethiopia. Despite the report, 

Somalia thinks Eritrea had improved the human rights situation. Somalia encourages 

Eritrea to consolidate and accelerate the development of humanitarian rights. According 

to Somalia, the report threatens the political stability of the country because it gives 

comfort to young people who have fled the country. 

 

The United Kingdom represented by Rita French congratulates the Special Rapporteur 

and expresses their concern regarding the Eritrean forces, gender-based violence, 

extrajudicial executions, the obstruction of access to millions of Tigrayans to humanitarian 

aid, the use of famine as a weapon of war. The United Kingdom calls on Eritrea to respect 

the immediate withdrawal of troops from Tigray and end the indeterminate nature of 

military service. The country is also urging the release of victims of arbitrary arrest. 

 

Ethiopia represented by Amb Zenebe Kebede thanked the Special Rapporteur and 

expressed his dismay at what is in the report. The delegation would have liked to be 

contacted in order to verify the allegations. Ethiopia encourages Eritrea to cooperate for 

the protection of human rights. 

 

Djibouti thanks the rapporteur and congratulates the region's cooperation dynamic which 

has encouraged dialogue since 2018. Djibouti is concerned about the Djibouti prisoners 

held in Eritrea of which it has no information. The country wants to normalize relations 

between Djibouti and Eritrea in order to cooperate for the exchange of prisoners. 

 

Russian Federation often highlights the problem of politicizing human rights issues in the 

interference of a country's politics. The cooperation of human rights mechanisms must be 

based on equality and mutual cooperation. The file is loaded with prejudices and invites to 
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stop this perverse practice. The Russian Federation commends Eritrea for establishing a 

constructive relationship with these neighbours. 

The Philippines voted against this resolution initially. The country feels that the entire 

budget for developing this mandate is too expensive and unnecessary. 

 

Cameroon perceives the difficulties in enforcing human rights but considers it more of a 

problem of vulnerability of the country. The focus should be more on humans. Cameroon 

stresses that no one can look after Eritreans except the Eritrean government itself. The 

approach should be based more on recommendation and not in a punitive approach. 

Dialogue must be resumed in order to avoid a dull dialogue as is currently the case. 

 

Nicaragua congratulates Eritrea for the country's numerous development efforts and 

denounces the double standards and the politicization of human rights. 

 

Now NGOs have the right to speak 

Jubilee Campaign and Human Rights Concern Eritrea would like to thank the Special 

Rapporteur for his mission. The situation in Eritrea has not changed at all and neither has 

the attitude of the government. There is no religious freedom. The government closed the 

last Catholic educational institutions and military service was not limited in duration. The 

NGO also denounces murders, massacres, rapes, violations involving soldiers. 

 

Ethiopia had the right of reply. The allegations concerning the refugees are inadequate as 

it was necessary to take these actions in order to protect them from TPLF terrorists. 

Ethiopia understands concerns about the food shortage and human rights abuses and 

says those responsible have been held to account. There is a willingness to conduct 

investigations. 

 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide says there is no government change over freedom of 

belief. Islamic and Catholic schools were closed. Eritrean troops use violence against 

religious groups, massacres and use rape as a weapon. 

 

East And Horn of Africa Human Right Defenders Project (DefenderDefenders) salutes 

the work of the Special Rapporteur and regrets that there has been no cooperation. The 

human rights situation in Eritrea is the subject of a lack of will and not of capacity. The 

NGO urges a resolution to extend the mandate of the rapporteur. 

 

Elizka Relief Foundation thanks the work of the rapporteur and wishes to highlight the 

deterioration of the situation, particularly in the capital. Religious leaders as well as those 



  7 

refusing to participate in military service are detained without trial. The NGO calls for the 

release of these prisoners. 

 

Center For Global NonKilling is concerned about serious human rights violations, 

especially against Orthodox churches. There has been an increase in prisoners of faith 

since 2004. In the Tigray region, there are over 100,000 Eritrean refugees. The NGO 

urges Eritrea to withdraw its troops. 

 

Human Rights Watch does not note any improvement and emphasizes the issues of 

freedom of belief. There is no due process or visitation rights for prisoners. Human Rights 

Watch is particularly concerned about the massacre and attacks on schools, acts of 

sexual violence, looting, destruction of hospitals and civilian hospitals.  

 

CIVICUS says the Eritrean government is among the most repressive. There is no free 

media and no freedom of assembly and association. Although Eritrea is a member of the 

council, the country is subject to numerous human rights violations. Enforced 

disappearances, incommunicado detention, forced labor attacking civilians are many 

examples of such violations. The NGO calls for the renewal of the mandate of the 

rapporteur. 

 

The session then pursued with short statement of the following States (click on the name to 

access the written statement) : European Union, Norway (on behalf of a group of countries), 

Liechtenstein, France, Switzerland, Germany, Cuba, Australia, Democratic People's Republic 

of Korea, China, , Netherlands, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), United States of America, 

Saudi Arabia, Austria, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Belarus, Ireland, Belgium, Somalia, United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Russian Federation, Philippines, 

Cameroon, Nicaragua. 

And National Human Rights Institutions and Non-Governmental Organizations :  

Jubilee Campaign, Christian Solidarity Worldwide, East and Horn of Africa Human Rights 

Defenders Project, International Fellowship of Reconciliation, Elizka Relief Foundation, Center 

for Global Nonkilling, Community Human Rights and Advocacy Centre (CHRAC), Human 

Rights Watch, CIVICUS - World Alliance for Citizen Participation, Amnesty International, 

Liberation, United Nations Watch, Ingenieurs du Monde 

 

In conclusion, the session presented the different points of view according to the countries 

which requested the floor. The president of the council has not indicated whether a new 

resolution will be adopted. 
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