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Main Report

Main report

This session follows the oral presentation of the Independent Expert on the situation of
human rights in Central African Republic following resolution 45/35.

The session was opened by statement from Yao Agbetse (Independent Expert on the
situation of human rights in Central African Republic).

In her statement Yao Agbetse presented the human rights situation in the Central African
Republic. The health crisis did not allow the expert to visit the field, particularly because of
United Nations budget restrictions and quarantine measures. The expert thus regularly
consulted actors in the field. Several good news were announced such as the formation of
the new government of Henri-Marie Dondra and the creation of a commission to elucidate the
violations of human rights. The elections took place in a difficult context. The Coalition of
Patriots for Change (CPC) affiliated with President François Bozizé have committed attacks
against civilians, sexual violence, recruitment of children, arson, obstructions to humanitarian
operations. Between December 2020 and June 2021, the CPC was the perpetrator of 372
human rights violations. The situation has stabilized in the Central African Republic thanks to
the FACA (Central African Army Force), MINUSCA peacekeepers and CAR's international
allies. There are also allegations of human rights violations by Russian instructors. On March
31, 2021, a statement from the United Nations group declared an attack on civilians by
Russian allies. The independent expert also reports several violations of the FACA such as
killings, extrajudicial killings, death threats, rape, torture, cruel and degrading treatment and
physical attacks on integrity. The Central African authorities must seek the perpetrators of
these violations according to Yao Agbetse. MINUSCA peacekeepers are also accused of
sexual abuse. The conflict situation has exacerbated school dropout, unemployment and
distress among young people.

In her statment, Central African Republic thanks the international partners for their help in
restoring the human rights situation in the country. The country aims to punish violations of
the human rights of the military. There are already files under study regarding the war crimes
of humanity. A war commission will be created for this purpose. The country also deplores
the fact that CBD violations are not sufficiently pointed out.
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All of the states (Belgium, Iceland, Portugal, Spain, Czech Republic, Angola, France,
Senegal, Egypt, Ireland, Mali, UK, Mauritania, Niger represented by Laouli LABO,
Russian Federation, Malawi, Chad represented by Mbirimba) deplore the increase in
military intervention and human rights violations, the increasing migratory trend, forcibly
recruited children and are worried about the internally displaced. Countries are also pointing
to the increase in gender-based sexual acts. All allegations of human rights violations must
be investigated, especially those attributed to Central African and bilateral forces. The
present situation is conducive to consolidating the strength of the state in order to stop the
cycle of violence by armed groups and to strengthen the system of fundamental rights of the
population. Portugal continues to support MINUSCA with these soldiers but deplores the
violation of human rights of some allied forces. UNICEF deplores the rights of children whose
situation has worsened with cases of murder, mutilation, child soldiers, kidnapping and
sexual violence. China would like to salute the good holding of the elections and continue to
provide food assistance, support the peace process and encourage African institutions to find
African solutions to the continent's problems. Morocco represented by Wiam Labiad salutes
the effort of the CAR and is pleased to be the largest contributor of peacekeepers on an
African scale. Venezuela wants the council to continue to cooperate with the CAR without
interfering in the internal affairs of the state. USA calls on the Russians to act transparently in
its peace-making efforts.

Various NGOs (World Evangelical Alliance, International Federation of ACAT (Action by
Christians for the Abolition of Torture), Elizka Relief Foundation, International Organization
for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination) stand against the sentence of dead
and are concerned about it. The country was committed to its abolition but an unexpected
postponement was promulgated. NGOs regret that security issues have deprived 2/3 of
citizens from participating in elections. They are also worried about the abuses of the armed
forces which were to put an end to the violations following an agreement. NGOs denounce
attacks on aid workers and peacekeepers. The deportation of people in CAR is worrying.
Christian Solidarity Worldwide denounces the violations of the government and the allied
forces against the various religious groups, in particular those by the Russian paramilitaries.
Landmines are also a significant problem.

The session then pursued with short statement of the following States (click on the name to
access the written statement) : Belgium (on behalf of a group of countries) , Iceland (on
behalf of a group of countries) , United Nations Children's Fund, Portugal , Spain , Czech
Republic, Angola, France, Senegal, Togo (ABSENT), China, Morocco, Venezuela (Bolivarian
Republic of), United States of America , Egypt, Ireland, Mali, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, Mauritania, Niger, Russian Federation, Eritrea (ABSENT), Malawi,
Chad

And National Human Rights Institutions and Non-Governmental Organizations:

World Evangelical Alliance, International Organization for the Right to Education and
Freedom of Education (OIDEL), International Federation of ACAT (Action by Christians for
the Abolition of Torture), Elizka Relief Foundation, Geo Expertise Association, Caritas
Internationalis (International Confederation of Catholic Charities), Christian Solidarity
Worldwide, International Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, Association Bharathi Centre Culturel Franco-Tamoul, ASSOCIATION
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CULTURELLE DES TAMOULS EN FRANCE, United Nations Watch, Ingenieurs du Monde,
Rencontre Africaine pour la defense des droits de l'homme
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