
CD4Peace Report on OHCHR Report on the Central role of the State in responding to 

pandemics and health emergencies, and the socioeconomic consequences thereof, in 

advancing sustainable development and the realization of all human rights.  

Following the annual report on the global situation of human rights delivered by the Office of 

the High Commissioner of Human Rights, Member States, united nations agencies, national 

human rights institutions and civil society organizations engaged in the interactive report on 

the central role of the State in responding to pandemics and other health emergencies, and 

the socioeconomic consequences thereof (HRC res. 44/2). Countries included: Afghanistan, 

Albania, Algeria, Amenia, Azeraijan, Azerbaijan on behalf of Non-Aligned Movement, Bahrain, 

Bangladesh, Belarus, Botswana, Cambodia, Cameroon, Chad, China, Colombia, Cooperation 

Council for the Arab States of the Gulf, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Denmark (on 

behalf of Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, Greece, 

Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mongolia, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, 

Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Sweden, Thailand, Uruguay), Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, 

European Union, Fiji, Georgia, Germany, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 

Kenya, Kuwait, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius (on behalf of A group of Small Islands 

Developing States), Mexico, Montenegro, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Niger, Paraguay (on 

behalf of un grupo de paises latinoamericanos), Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi 

Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Switzerland, Syria, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tunisia, 

Uganda, Ukraine, UN Women, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 

Nations Population Fund, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe.  

In her opening statement, Michelle Bachelet acknowledged that countries are struggling to 

effectively uphold and adopt human rights-based approaches in the face of a health crisis, and 

further expressed that the central key role of the “state is to mount a robust health response 

while upholding human rights”. She further reminds of states’ commitment to advance the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by arguing that investing in social and health 

protection mechanisms requires multilateral efforts, consequently improving their 

capabilities in respecting human, economic, social, and cultural rights. Moreover, Bachelet 

sheds light on marginalized groups that suffer the most from the pandemic and urges states 

to provide an environment to protect human rights by developing gender-sensitive, 

indiscriminatory, inclusive and transparent policies.  The OHCHR also reiterated that it is vital 

to strengthen cooperation to ensure equitable, affordable, timely and universal access for all 

countries to vaccines as well as treatment and medicines in response to the coronavirus 

disease, and that the production and distribution of these remains fair. 

In Germany’s statement, it is argued that countries have used the COVID-19 pandemic as an 

enforcing reason to infringe and limit freedom of expression and oppress activists, political 

opponents, and journalists. Switzerland’s statement reiterates that the diverse responses to 

the pandemic should not constrain fundamental human and civil rights such as freedom of the 

press and liberty of assembly. On the other hand, Kazakhstan’s statement demonstrated their 

financial measures in helping marginalized citizens achieve socio-economic stability and 

employment by receiving stimulus packages and special social benefits. Lastly, Japan’s 



statement showed concrete commitment in implementing human- based approaches in 

dealing with the pandemic. Reiterating that it believes in “leaving no one behind”, Japan 

strives to continue efforts in providing financial support in ensuring equitable access to safe, 

effective, and quality- assured vaccines to all. 

In her concluding remarks addressed by the High Commissioner for Human Right, Michelle 

Bachelet commends the state’s emphasis on the importance of global solidarity and continued 

collaboration. The Office also paid greater attention to alleviating developing countries 

through debt relief, affordable credit, and the lifting of sanctions, which would provide 

opportunities to low-income states in effectively handling the pandemic, centered around a 

human- based mechanisms. “Focusing on economic, social and cultural rights; good 

governance; protecting the right to health; data collection; people on the margins; equality 

and non-discrimination; and human rights in health emergency preparedness, response and 

recovery”. 


