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Composition of the HRC

Mister Vice-President Yuri Borissov Sterk opened the meeting for the HC oral updates on
the 16th of September at 15:00.

Special reporter/Chair of the Expert mechanism on the Right to Development (Ms.
Klentiana Mahmutaj): The Chair informed that even during the pandemic they managed to
achieve a great deal. She then presented the first of the five thematic studies for the
discussion:

1) Operationalization of the right to development to achieve the sustainability
development goals: This study stressed that the operationalization and concretization
had to touch all three level of obligations of states.

I. States acting actively in cooperation with each other
II. States acting individually as they adopt and implement policies that affect

people not strictly within their jurisdiction
III. States acting individually as they adopt and implement policies that affect

people strictly within their jurisdiction

According to the speaker, the Sustainable Development Goals can be realized if every state
cooperates and implements the policies based on the normative framework of right to
development. States must help in the cooperation in order to realize the sustainability goals.
Eleven recommendations to states, international organizations and development cooperation
partners have been made. She noted that the Expert Mechanism tried to work with all
stakeholders to find the method to operationalize the right to development and implementing
the SDGs.
The Chair of the Expert Mechanism then requested the Human Rights Council to broadcast its
future public sessions and to use international sign language and real time captioning in
English in order to reach as many people as possible. Her second recommendation to the
Human Rights Council was to enable the NGOs, civil society, grass roots and community
organization to participate in the public sessions of the Expert Mechanism.

Statements by States and International Organizations

European Union: Even though the EU did initially not support the creation of the Expert
Mechanism, the representative informed that the organization wanted to engage in the
discussion. She noted that the EU was committed to eradicate poverty and that sustainability
development was in the heart of the European values. The organization will try to fulfill the
SDG goals of 2030 such as the 0.7% of EU Gross National Income (GNI), which some of the
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member states already realized. For the EU, a basic ground of principles on sustainability
must be elaborated to discuss and find solution to the divergences between states. The core
basics for the EU would be for example the interdependence of human rights, the primary
responsibility of states or accepting individuals as central actors of development. Finally, the
EU asked the Chair if it was possible to depoliticize discussion and how to find a common
understanding of the issue in order to make real progress on the 2030 SDGs.

Pakistan on behalf of OIC: The OIC agreed that states must go further than simple rhetoric.
The organization also noted that the operationalization of the right to development is
important for human development and the enjoyment of several human rights. The pandemic
exacerbated the inequalities, deteriorated the development attempts and undermined economic
growth especially of developing states. Like the Expert Mechanism, the OIC stated the
importance of working internationally and added the necessity of national efforts. The
statement concluded by asking how returning stolen assets to countries of origin and halting
illicit financial outflows from developing countries would contribute to the realization of the
right to development.

China on behalf of a group of fifty countries: For China, the right to development is a
fundamental human right and the international community should pursue people centered
sustainability to advantage the citizens. China stressed the importance of the elimination of
inequalities and poverty, respecting independent development and salute innovation and green
development. The international community should grant unconditional support to developing
countries in order to achieve the SDGs more efficiently. In conclusion, China demanded that
the right to development should be prioritized.

Djibouti welcomed the special reporter’s statement. The country stated the importance of an
international finance system to achieve the SDGs. Djibouti showed its concern since only 64
of the 130 recommendations are related to gender issues. The statement was closed by
demanding the Chair of what obstacles would pose a challenge to the gender dimension in the
development and implementation of national sustainable development strategies in relation to
climate change.

Palestine agreed with the report of the Chair of the Expert Mechanism. Palestine then stated
that the operationalization of the right to development could not be realized if there are
violations of other human rights. According to the delegate, Israel’s actions constitute
international law violations that hinder Palestine from achieving the SDGs. Palestine then
stated that it will continue to create and strengthen cohesive partnerships and to resist Israel.
The statement concluded with a question about the steps that states can take to remove
obstacles for the realization of the right to development.

Indonesia appreciated the report and agreed that the public sessions of the Expert Mechanism
should be webcasted. Indonesia perceived the first thematic study as an antidote to the
pandemic, as it will help promote international cooperation for development and “support
equitable access for vaccine”.

Egypt thanked the Expert Mechanism for her report. The country stressed that there should be
a deeper cooperation between the Expert Mechanism and the High Commissioner for Human
Rights to make the right to development an inherent human right and a binding international



instrument. Egypt also stated that it wanted to transform to an equal and equitable
development society by 2030. Egypt noted the importance of vaccine distribution and the
country’s grief due to disparity between countries in terms of access.

Iraq thanked the Expert Mechanism and affirmed the importance of the right to development
for the SDGs. The country then recalled the effects of the pandemic on sustainable
development in developing states. The solution proposed by Iraq was to strengthen
international cooperation between all parties. To conclude, Iraq informed that despite many
challenges it tried to achieve the SDGs through its first and second national review report.

Venezuela showed its appreciation for the Expert Mechanism and considered these efforts
essential for the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Right to Development. The
right to development must be operational as soon as possible according to Venezuela.
Venezuela showed then its interest on the effects of unilateral coercive measures and
indebtedness on the right to development. In conclusion, Venezuela reiterated its continued
support for the realization of the right to development, especially for the people of the Global
South.

Angola communicated its support for the report. For Angola the pandemic affected all parts
of society and therefore undermined the progress made on the right to development. To
counteract the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, Angola informed that it will now reform
its economic and social sectors to respond to the SDGs. The country also showed that it is
taking part in the Global Partnership. Finally, the delegate asked the Chair of the Expert
Mechanism how to achieve deepened cooperation to promote the right to development.

Kenya recognized the right to development as an undeniable human right that has national
and international dimensions. Kenya shared the opinion that the vaccines should become a
common public good to reduce the negative impact of the pandemic on inequalities and on the
right to development. The country concluded its speech by the phrase “nobody is safe until
everybody is”.

Cuba appreciated the points presented by the Expert Mechanism. It noted the importance of
the interrelation of the right to development and the SDGs. If states do not recognize this
interrelation, then efficient sustainable development could not be achieved. Finally, Cuba
recommended the Expert Mechanism to encourage the identification and exchange of good
practices on all levels.

Russia thanked the efforts of the Expert Mechanism and agreed with the conclusions made.
According to Russia, states must cooperate to solve global problems such as the “vaccine
nationalism”. Russia pointed out the failed cooperation during the pandemic and even claimed
that countries took advantage of the situation to unilaterally coerce others. Russia showed its
interest on a study of how racism would hinder the realization of the right to development.

India appreciated the study of the Expert Mechanism. India stated that the implementation of
the right to development would help recover from the consequences of the COVID-19
pandemic. The country informed its efforts of achieving the SDG goals during the pandemic.
Finally, India reiterated its “firm support” for the Expert Mechanism and hopes that the goals
will be achieved.



Sri Lanka thanked the Expert Mechanism for its report. The country reminded of the
casualties, the exacerbated poverty and inequalities caused by the pandemic. This crisis might
even reverse the achievements made by the Global South. The implementation of the right to
development is the only key to avoid this scenario according to Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka also
noted the interrelationship between the SDGs and the right to development, and so the latter
should be considered an obligation by the countries. Sri Lanka then proceeded in naming its
national achievements for the SDGs such as its Sustainable Development Act of 2017 or its
implementation to hinder the expansion of the COVID-19. To conclude, Sri Lanka reminded
that 35 years after the Declaration on the Right to Development no effective implementation
or results can be found on the ground.

Malaysia congratulated the efforts made by the Expert Mechanism. The country noted its
dissatisfaction towards the vaccine nationalism. Malaysia also showed its interest to discuss a
legally binding instrument on the right to development. According to the country, the duty to
cooperate is the key for the realization and operationalization of the right to development.

Mauriania appreciated the conclusions and recommendations of the report especially those
for the right to development. Mauritania stated that cooperation and responsibility were the
key to achieve SDG goals and to implement efficiently the right to development. Racism and
discrimination are in the way for the implementation of the right to development. To confront
these issues and help vulnerable groups, Mauritania stated the creation of TAAZOUR
(General Delegation for National Solidarity and the Fight against Exclusion).

Iran showed its support for the Expert Mechanism. For Iran, the right to development helps
fulfilling other human rights and so all obstacles for its implementation must be removed.
Realizing the right to development requires international cooperation, so unilateral coercive
measures are a problem for Iran. Iran agreed with the Expert Mechanism that states must
accelerate the operationalization of the right to development and stated again the need of
removing all obstacles.

Statements made by UN organizations

UNDP presented its “Our Common Agenda” report that stressed the importance of global
cooperation to achieve the SDGs. The organization informed that it deployed almost one
billion USD to countries and territories to manage the pandemic. UNDP also informed about
its partnership with the WTO. Finally, the organization stated that its core mission is to
eradicate poverty and support the implementation of the SDGs.

Mister Vice-President Yuri Borissov Sterk closed the meeting for the HC oral updates on
the 16th of September at 16:00 after giving countries the possibility to reply to the statements
made during the SR on truth, justice and reparation.


