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Composition of the HRC

Main Report

Madame President Nazhat Shameem Khan opened the 3rd Meeting, 48th Regular
Session Human Rights Council (HRC) on the 14th of September at 10:00.

Madame President welcomed the Eminent Group of Experts on Yemen, comprised by
Kamel Jendoubi (Tunisia) (Chair), Melissa Parke (Australia) and Ardi Imseis (Canada).

Kamel Jendoubi (Chair) on behalf of the Eminent Group of Experts on Yemen
started his statement by emphasizing that the group had worked with full independence
and by thanking the HRC for its trust and the High Commissioner’s office for its
support. However, Mr. Jendoubi regretted the lack of funding that the Group of Experts
had experienced during the previous year, and by stating that human and financial
resources are essential to complete the groups mandate. Additionally, the Group of
Experts was not able to visit the situation of Yemen on the ground, however, they did
carry their work in a professional manner and there were many meetings done remotely
in order to compile the report.

Mr. Jendoubi followed by affirming that all parties involved in the conflict continue to
trample human rights and that there is no real political will to put an end to the violence.
The findings of the report reflect that human rights violations have become prevalent
and accepted in the country. Coalition forces have been undertaking aerial strikes which
target civilians and civilian infrastructure, such as homes, farms, crops, and ports, which
aggravate the humanitarian crisis in the country. All parties involved in the conflict,
including Houthis, need to protect civilians and allow humanitarian aid to enter the
country. Mr. Jendoubi stressed the dire situation of women and children in Yemen, with
widespread gender-based violence, and traditions that affect women and children
continue to be practiced, such as the use of child soldiers. Journalists and minorities are
also exposed to great risks and Mr. Jendoubi emphasized the need to strengthen the civil
society in Yemen. Finally, he stated that little is being done in military courts both in
Yemen and in Saudi Arabia and, therefore, there is widespread impunity. Mr. Jendoubi
recommended that cases of crimes need to be brought to the International Court of
Justice and that, given the lack of a lasting solution in Yemen, the HRC needs to
continue to be active in the country.

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1y/k1y9yum98f
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/CurrentMembers.aspx


 

Statements

Yemen expressed criticism regarding the Group of Experts and stated its refusal to
renew the groups mandate. Yemen also claimed that the international community is
receiving biased reports by the Group of Experts and by numerous NGOs. Yemen
emphasized that it is committed to pursuing accountability and for that purpose they
created the Yemen National Committee of Inquiry in order to avoid impunity and to
protect the Yemeni citizens from human rights violations. Yemen stated that
international efforts and resources would be better deployed in support of said
committee and not to the Group of Experts.

Egypt, on behalf of the group of Arab States stated that the Group of Experts is
biased and that it does not have the support of the country of Yemen. Egypt called for
assistance to be provided to Yemen and expressed its support to the legitimate
government of Yemen.

The European Union thanked the Eminent Group of Experts for their report and
regretted that the group was banned from visiting Yemen and other countries involved
in the conflict. The EU stated that civilians bear the brunt of hostilities and deplored the
impediment of humanitarian access in the country and the use of starvation as a means
for warfare.

Ireland, on behalf of a group of countries (Belgium, Canada, Luxemburg, Ireland,
and the Kingdom of the Netherlands) thanked the efforts by the Group of Experts and
expressed concern for the human rights situation in Yemen, in particular due to
starvation and the Covid 19 pandemic. Ireland stressed out the need for international
independent accountability efforts and emphasized the necessity to prolongate the
Group of Experts mandate.

Bahrein, on behalf of the Gulf Cooperation Council, took note of the contents of the
report and presented their support to the country of Yemen. Bahrain stated that the
solution to the conflict must be political and through efforts by the international
community. Bahrein expressed concern for the contradictions found between the
National Committee and the Group of Experts reports and stated its support for the
National Committee efforts.

Iceland, on behalf of the Nordic-Baltic Countries thanked the group of Experts for
their report and expressed concern for the violation of human rights and international
law in Yemen qualifying the situation as one of the worst humanitarian crises in the
world. Iceland conveyed its support to the Group of Experts and stated the importance
of a political process as the means to achieve peace.

Lichtenstein stated its support to the Group of Experts while expressing concern for the
situation of human rights in Yemen, in particular for the situation of children and for the
targeting of civilians and civilian infrastructure by all parties of the conflict.



Lichtenstein qualified as unacceptable the Group of Experts lack of resources and
access to Yemen in order to fulfill their mandate.

UAE aligned its statement to the political group it belongs to. UAE qualified the
approach by the Group of Experts as unilateral and ignoring international resolutions,
while also utilizing inaccurate information in their report. UAE called upon the HRC to
reconsider its approach regarding the situation in Yemen.

Switzerland thanked the Group of Experts for their report while also condemning the
violation of human rights and international law in Yemen. Switzerland deplored that no
solution to the conflict had been found and called upon all the parties in the conflict to
take measures to put an end to the targeting of civilians and to allow access to
humanitarian aid in the country.

France supported the statement delivered by the EU and denounced the violations of
human rights carried out by all parties in the conflict. France expressed concern for the
targeting of civilians and called on all parties in the conflict, in particular the Houthis, to
allow humanitarian access to the country.

Egypt stated that the report by the Group of Experts ignored the effects of Houthi
attacks on Saudi Arabia and that the report failed to pay attention to Houthi violations of
human rights. Egypt emphasized that the report also ignored all the positive initiatives
and actions taken by the legitimate government of Yemen.

Venezuela expressed concern for the civilian population in Yemen and called for the
need for humanitarian aid to reach the country. Venezuela also conveyed the challenge
that the Covid 19 pandemic entails and that a solution to the pandemic in Yemen
requires international cooperation efforts.

Iraq expressed its commitment to the principles of non-interference and called for the
HRC to guarantee the non-interference to the conflict by other countries. Iraq called for
dialogue and for a political solution as the only means to achieve peace in Yemen.

USA thanked the Group of Experts and expressed its support for continuation of their
mandate for 2 more years. USA stated its concern for the human rights situation in the
country, including violations such as the use of child soldiers and the use of starvation
as a means for warfare, while also calling attention to the Houthis for stalling
negotiations for a ceasefire.

Saudi Arabia reaffirmed its rejection of the mandate of the Group of Experts and
expressed its support to the Yemeni National Commission. Saudi Arabia denounced the
attacks by the Houthi rebels on Saudi Arabian civilians which the report only defined as
military operations against Saudi Arabia.

China reiterated its support for the legitimate government of Yemen and the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the country. China states that a political
settlement is the only solution to the conflict and advocated for dialogue as opposed to
international pressure on the countries involved in the conflict as a means to protect



human rights. Additionally, China also called for the non-renewal of the Group of
Experts mandate.

Libya expressed its support to the legitimate government of Yemen and its solidarity
with the people of Yemen. Libya called for the need to intensify international efforts in
order to achieve peace in the country.

Mauritania reaffirmed the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Yemen while
declaring that the legitimate government of Yemen is the only legitimate representative
of the country. Mauritania also expressed its rejection to the extension of the Group of
Experts mandate and showed support for the national efforts undertaken by the
government of Yemen to secure the human rights of civilians.

Bahrein expressed its support to the statement made by the group they belong to.
Bahrein criticized the politicized approach the Group of Experts had taken and stated
that the report was filled with baseless allegations. Bahrein reaffirmed that the ideal
solution to the conflict is a political solution and expressed support to the efforts
pursued by the government of Yemen to establish a National Committee of Inquiry.

The United Kingdom conveyed concern by the findings of the Group of Experts on
violations and crimes committed by all parties in the conflict, in particular violations of
children’s human rights and the Houthi targeting of Saudi Arabian cities. The UK stated
its support to a political settlement to put an end to the conflict.

Sudan aligned its statement to the one made by the Arab Group. Sudan expressed its
solidarity with the people of Yemen and stated the important role played by the National
Commission of Inquiry in Yemen in the investigation of alleged crimes committed by
all parties.

Morocco called for a peace solution and for the preservation of the territorial unity of
Yemen. Morocco also stated its commitment to contribute to the international efforts to
alleviate the humanitarian crisis in Yemen.

Kuwait reiterated its support to the legitimate government of Yemen and stated that the
solution to the humanitarian crisis should be achieved through a political and peaceful
settlement. Kuwait also criticized the Houthi refusal to allow the Group of Experts to
enter the country.

Jordan expressed its support to the legitimate government of Yemen and called to the
HRC to provide technical assistance and support to the National Commission of Inquiry.

Uganda was not present.

Tunisia expressed its solidarity with Yemen and its commitment to help the country
reach a political solution to the conflict. Tunisia condemned all attacks to the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and called for the immediate access of humanitarian aid to the country.

Cameroon stated its support to the legitimate government of Yemen and to the coalition
forces. Cameroon also expressed its support to the National Commission of Inquiry.



The Islamic Republic of Iran condemned the unlawful military intervention in Yemen
by the coalition forces, which is supported by international parties who suppl them with
weapons. Iran also condemned the air strikes which target the civilian population in
Yemen and stated that a military intervention is not the solution to the conflict.

Pakistan called for a political solution to the conflict and reiterated its full support to
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Yemen. Pakistan also called for the need to
address the humanitarian crisis in Yemen which has gotten worse with the Covid 19
pandemic.

The written statements by non-governmental speakers can be found here.

https://hrcmeetings.ohchr.org/HRCSessions/RegularSessions/48session/Pages/Statements.aspx?SessionId=46&MeetingDate=14/09/2021%2000:00:00

