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Composition of the HRC

Madam Vice-President Keva Lorraine Bain opened the meeting on the People of African
Descent on the 4th of October by 10:00

Ms. Dominique Day, Chair of the Working Group of Experts on People of African
Descent: She began her speech by indicating the environmental racism that people of African
descent face worldwide. Transnational enterprises were still exporting their hazardous waste
in the Global South, particularly in Africa, as these countries had more laxist legislatures.
Climate crisis affected disproportionately African people. The speaker shared that climate
change first came as a result of economic and political decision-making that disregarded basic
human rights of certain people. A group of people benefit at the expense of lives, ressources,
lands and futures. But even though African people were directly affected by these decisions
through climate-related emergencies, governments shifted responsibility away.

Climate change had to be addressed with a human rights approach that focused on the
communities most affected. Decision-makers had to consider the rights of African people
before drafting laws and making decisions because health, lives and futures were at stake.
People of African descent were still not represented in conversations and decision-making
about the environment. African people continued to this day to bear climate-related
degradation. The Special Envoy grieved the fact that defenders of the African peoples’ human
rights were still subjected to threats, assassinations and arbitrary arrests. She formulated a few
recommendations to states and respective stakeholders:

● Acknowledge that contemporary institutions further racial atrocities for people of
African descent in order to dismantle systemic racism.

● Recognize how discrimination and systemic racism impacted disproportionately
people of African descent.

● Give reparations to the Africans living in countries who were victims of the slave
trade and colonialism.

● Follow the recommendations of CARICOM 10-point action plan for reparations and
implement the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights

● Include leaders of the people of African descent in the decision-making and hear out
their expertise on climate related questions.

● Recognize the right of the people of African descent
● Implement the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA): The DDPA

had been formulated twenty years ago, but its mandate, goals and recommendations
remained actual.

The Special Envoy welcomed the International Day for People of African Descent,
Permanent Forum, and the agenda presented by High Commissioner for Human Rights
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Statements made by States

The European Union (EU) recognized that the climate change had a humanitarian impact on
the rights of the people of African descent. A future ecolocigal solutions had to be inclusive in
order to be successful. The EU agreed that racial discrimination had to be recognized when
talking about environmental-related questions. The EU informed that it formulated the Just
Transition Mechanism aiming to promote green economy. In addition, its member states
discussed how to improve justice in environmental questions. Finally, it asked the Special
Envoy if she could name any best practices to bring justice to the people of African descent.

Peru on behalf of a group of states (Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala
Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru): The group recognized that African people have been
disproportionately affected by climate change. People of African descent needed to be heard
in decision-making on the climate solution. Finally, the group asked the Special Envoy about
the expertise of African descendants that could help combat climate change.

Cameroon on behalf of the African Group stated that climate change had disproportionate
impacts on various human rights of African descendants. The African Group stated that in
order to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, equitable and sustainable solutions had to be
elaborated. The African Group shared that the promotion, protection and realization of all
human rights, as well as the inclusion of Africans in decision-making, were necessary in all
areas to address the climate crisis. Finally, the Group stated its support to the
recommendations of the DDPA and the Working Group.

Ecuador mentioned the visit of the Working Group in its country. It stated that the new
Secretariat for the Management and Development of Peoples and Nationalities would ensure
the implementation of good projects and practices on the subject. The country was producing
scientific knowledge on the effects of climate change. Finally, Ecuador recognized that further
regulations on companies should be adopted to prevent more negative effects on climate and
human rights, especially on African descendants.

Senegal aligned itself with the previous statement made by the African Group. Senegal
mentioned how climate change had a massive impact on people of African descent in terms of
various human rights. The celebration of the International Decade for people of African
descent served to share the contribution of the African diaspora against discrimination and
respect of human rights. It should also help to not forget the past and help create a  platform
for future generations. Finally Senegal asked how to implement the initiative on racial justice
and environment.

Indonesia stated its concerns on the African descendants who were marginalized and victim
of environmental racism. Discriminatory policies and counterproductive environmental
measures should be amended. Since the COVID-19 pandemic had a negative impact mostly
on vulnerable groups such as people of African descendants, Indonesia advocated for
multilateralism and equitable, affordable and safe access for healthcare devices and vaccines.
Finally, Indonesia asked the Special Envoy to elaborate on the recommendations for
international corporations and for the Human Rights Council (HRC).
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South Africa aligned itself with the African Group. The country grieved the fate of the
people of African descents whom the human rights were violated. South Africa asked what
could be done to ensure that multinational corporations and states respect human rights of
African descendants.

Venezuela reiterated the Special Envoy’s statements on environmental racism and the impact
on people of African descent. The country stated the benefits of Bolivarian Socialism as it
was more ecological, non-discriminating and socially sustainable to capitalism.

Kenya aligned itself with the statement made by the African Group. Kenya stressed the
importance of including African descendants into decision-making. The country would also
welcome a UN declaration on respect for the human rights of people of African descent.
Finally, Kenya stated how it took actions to fight all forms of discrimination.

Cuba was concerned about the discrimination made on African descents and affirmed that its
country pursued a policy against racism and discrimination. It noted the country’s decade-long
fight against structural racism and the elaboration of the 2019 National Program against
racism and racial discrimination.

Russia considered the Working Group of Experts as an important mechanism to implement
decisions of the DDPA. Russia noted that it established policies to fight climate change.
However, interference in the competence of other UN bodies and duplicating institutions
would be counterproductive in this struggle. In that regard, Russia believed that the combat
against climate change had only to concern the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change.

United States of America (USA) recognized the contributions of the African diaspora and
African descents in its country. The USA stated its support and cooperation with the UN
Permanent Forum for People of African Descent (PFPAD) to address challenges that the
African descendants face. Finally, the country asked how the Working Group could strengthen
PFPAD’s efforts to examine systemic racism.

Peru informed that Afro-Peruvian people participated in climate decision-making through the
National Commission on Climate Change (CNCC) where the public sector and civil society
discuss climate-related issues. In addition, Peru noted that it was drafting the first National
Policy for the Afro-Peruvian People (PNPA) aiming to address the economic, social, political
and cultural limitations of Afro-Peruvian people.

Brazil pointed out that states had obligations and commitments to eliminate racism. States
should respect the DDPA. Brazil rejected all forms of racism but did not recognize the
existence of environmental racism. The country recommended a balanced approach that
considered environmental, social issues such as racism but also respected international
commitments.

China stated that the international community still had a long way to go in combatting
racism, racial discrimination or xenophobia. China was concerned about the systemic racism
Africans, African descendants, Asians, Asian descendants and Muslims faced in various
western countries. China recommended the Working Group to intensify cooperation with
other human rights mechanisms and pay attention to the root cause of racism and



discrimination. China demanded countries to implement the DDPA to protect the human
rights of those racially discriminated against.

Pakistan explained that the root causes of structural racism for African people were
colonialism, slavery and economic deprivation by the world order. The Global South had to
deal with climate-related issues as states exported hazardous there. Pakistan recommended the
international community to fight effectively against systemic racism, protect human rights and
support developing countries. The Council was urged to use technical expertise in order to
help developing countries and advance their rights of development.

Panama stated that climate change or environmental degradation had serious negative
impacts on the human rights of the people of African descent. racial justice had to considered
in order to establish environmental protection. In addition, African descendants had to be
considered in the decision-making regarding climate and environmental issues to guarantee an
inclusive, equitable and sustainable solutions.

Response of the Special Rapporteur to the questions

Response to the EU on positive development: The Special Envoy mentioned the research of
Louisiana. This research paper stated that reparations alone would have decreased the impact
of the COVID-19 by 68%. She informed that the world possessed more research on inequity
in the health-sector, corporations or housing. In addition, African researchers had produced
interesting evidence on global systemic racism that could guide or reform institutions of
countries. Therefore, she encouraged states and stakeholders to consider such sources.

Response to Peru’s question on traditional African practices: The Special Envoy stated that
different Brazilian populations strived for the protection of the Amazon’s biodiversity. Issues
on deforestation were at the center and these populations formulated different practices to
preserve the Amazon.

Response to South Africa and Tunisia on the climate responsibility of corporations: The
Special Envoy informed that agribusinesses and industries were protected by states. These
businesses were exploitative and worsened the situation of local populations. However, states
were looking away from these humanitarian violations even though they have the
responsibility and power to negotiate with transnational corporations. States also were
responsible for the global vaccine inequity as they let pharmaceutical business be
profit-oriented.

Statements made by States during second session

Malawi complained that African descendants that faced racism and that their defenders were
subjected to violence, intimidation or imprisonment. Since climate and environmental crises
impacted the Global South, Malawi called on the international community to adopt policies
protecting African descendants.

Mauritania stated that environmental racism constituted a serious threat to various human
rights, especially for people of African descent. Mauritania shared that people of African
descent were victims of various environmental disasters, such as drought or floods, because



they lived in vulnerable areas. Finally, Mauritania advocated the effective participation of
people of African descent in decision-making on climate change.

Tunisia stated that climate change negatively impacted the human rights of the most
vulnerable groups living in developing and least developed countries. The lack of respect for
industrial policies and the export of hazardous waste to the Global South caused increased
discrimination and environmental racism on people of African descent. Therefore, Tunisia
supported economic alternatives that would protect the environment as well as include
Afro-descendants. The country also advocated for measures consistent with the DDPA to
eliminate all forms of racism.

Egypt wished for a solution to eradicate the root causes of racism and that considered the
rights of African descendants. Egypt stressed the urgency of climate change. It called on
countries to support Africa and countries affected by colonialism. Western nations should also
provide reparations for the harm inflicted on people of African descent during slavery and
colonialism.

Chad aligned with the statement made by the African group. Chad recommended the
international community to focus on ensuring environmental justice and fighting racial
disparities. Since people of African descent were affected by environmental racism, they
should participate in the decision-making process on climate-related questions. Finally, the
state encouraged all stakeholders to continue focus on implementing the recommendations of
the DDPA.

Mauritius aligned itself with the statement made by the African group. The country stated
that climate change had disproportioned impact in the world. Mauritius recommended the
inclusion of African descent in all stages of decision making.

Final remarks of the Special Envoy

Ms. Dominique Day gave states more recommendations before the end of the session:

● Implement policies to help strengthen African communities to resist climate
destruction.

● Address systemic racism and sensibilize how racism has impacted various people of
African descent.

● Take serious steps against Agribusinesses and big industries

She noted that the guidelines of the Working Group should help for the implementation of the
2030 agenda. These guidelines would help the UN, civil society and states to implement the
SDGs and further reflection on operational past mistakes regarding the SDGs. The Working
Group had realized during its technical visit that the implemented programs had often failed
in responding to the 2030 agenda. These programs even derogated the SDGs and had an
impact on the lives of people of African descent. The Special Envoy informed that their work
would continue in the fact-finding during country visits. Finally, she reiterated the importance
of self-reflection of the countries in order to improve the future.

The Interactive Dialogue was closed by 18:05 on 28th of September 2021 by the
Vice-President.




