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Composition of the HRC

Madam Vice-President Keva Lorraine Bain opened the General Debate on the Follow-up
to and implementation of the (VDPA)

Reminder

The Vienna Declaration and Program of Action (VDPA) had been adopted 28 years ago. The
initial plan was that the Declaration becomes a reference to the international community in the
protection to promotion of human rights. According to the VDPA, all types of human rights
were equal. A non-selective approach had to be adopted to address human rights issues. The
Declaration aimed to eliminate double standards and politicization of human rights. It should
also serve as guide for states in their effort to respond to their humanitarian obligations.

Statements made by organizations or groups

Israel on behalf of a group of countries stated that the “traditional model” of family had
evolved over time thanks to the International Conference on Population and Development
(1994), the World Summit on Children (2002) and the General Assembly that produced
Resolution 59/147 (2004). All states should support the diversity and create responses based
on equality and protection of all families. The group advised states to eliminate policies that
lead to differential treatment and discrimination of families. The group reiterated its support
to an inclusive society that would embrace and protect all families.

Ukraine on behalf of 38 countries stated Article 3 of the VDPA. This article stipulated the
respect of the human rights of the people under foreign occupation and the legal protection
against all forms of international humanitarian law (IHL) violations. The group thanked the
International Crimea Platform that aimed to peacefully end Russia’s temporary occupation
and restore Ukraine’s control over Crimea. The group recalled the UNGA resolution 75/192
stating that Russia had to cease the occupation and annexation of Crimea. It also considered
the recent results of the election in the region as illegitimate. It condemned the detention of
Crimean Tatars considering them as humanitarian violations. Finally, the group reiterated its
support for the territorial integrity, political independence, unity and sovereignty of Ukraine
over the territory and citizens of Crimea.

Slovenia, on behalf of the European Union (EU), that by ratifying the VDPA in 1993, states
recognized that human rights arise from the dignity of the human person. However, the EU
was concerned that not all countries abide by the principles of IHL. The EU reaffirmed its
commitment to pursue a human rights-based approach to development, upholding the
universality of human rights and rejecting all development that deviates from international
standards.
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Egypt on behalf of the Arab group stated its renewed commitment to the VDPA and so
acknowledged that all human rights were equal, universal, interdependent and interrelated.
The Arab Group considered that countries should adapt national policies that undermine the
right to development of various states. The Arab Group noted that global human rights
challenges remained evident 28 years after the adoption of the VDPA. In addition, COVID-19
virus exacerbated inequalities in equitable access to vaccine leaving developing and least
developed countries with less healthcare devices during the pandemic. Therefore, the Arab
Group called for multilateral cooperation and solidarity. Finally, the Arab Group stated
Israel’s occupation in Palestine that undermined the people’s self-determination and right to
development. The group called therefore for international and regional efforts to enable
Palestine’s self-determination and their right of development.

Pakistan on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) supported the VDPA
and recognized it as guide to advance the global human rights agenda. Even though the world
had evolved in the 28 years and faced contemporary socio-economic challenges, the OIC
recognized the equality of all human rights. The OIC disregarded countries’ efforts to impose
a hierarchical approach to human rights. The OIC stated its concerns due to growing vaccine
nationalism being incompatible with human rights commitments and obligations. The OIC
called on all states to adopt economic recovery plans that include removing obstacles to
development, reducing debt burdens, and aiding developing states. The OIC stressed the
importance to sensibilize about the growing islamophobia and violence against minorities of
various countries. They invited all states to condemn these hostilities.

Estonia on behalf of the Nordic-Baltic countries clarified that gender equality, empowerment
of all women and girls was one of the most important priorities of the group. Women and girls
had to be included in all peace building efforts and decision-making processes. Sexuality
education and the protection of sexual and reproductive health and rights must also be
ensured. Finally, all countries and stakeholders were urged to engage in Generation Equality
and help contribute to a gender equal world by 2026.

Azerbaijan on behalf of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) stated that the VDPA was an
important reference in guiding states in the promotion of human rights. The NAM recalled its
18th summit where the member states agreed to adopt national action plans that include the
protection of all human rights. The NAM stated that human rights challenges persisted even
28 years after the VDPA’s adoption. Inequality, discrimination, were rising, displaced person
cause terrosim and ongoing conflicts. Necessity to vulnerable people and efcinet actions for
restoring their hjuman rights. Also, the international community should address humanitarian
crisis. In conclusion, the NAM stated its full commitment to implement the VDPA.

Cameroon on behalf of the African Group believed that the response to contemporary
problems such as terrorism, inequality, poverty, or racism could be found in the VDPA. It
could also help protect the human rights of the most vulnerable. The African Group was
concerned about the recent discrimination and xenophobia. The African Group called for
multilateralism during the pandemic and for equitable and affordable access for vaccines.

Austria on behalf of 50 countries called for the elaboration of concrete measures against
sexual violence and discrimination. The group stressed the importance of combatting



discrimination since intersex people would still face daily abuses. Intersex people had been
deprived of their autonomy and rights as medically unnecessary surgeries had been performed
without prior consent. Therefore, the group called on all member states to develop policies,
ensuring accountability, changing discriminatory laws and providing victims with access to
remedy. The Council was recommended to continue addressing violence and discrimination
against Intersex people.

China on behalf of a group of countries stated that freedom, equity, democracy, justice were
all shared values of humanity. According to the group, there would not be true democracy.
Democracy should not be defined by a handful of countries but rather customized to the
situation of the states. It should represent the will of its citizens, safeguarding the people and
bringing stability, social progress and prosperity to the country. The group expressed its
concerns about the multiple cases in which democracy had been instrumentalized and used as
a tool to interfere in the internal affairs of states, restrict them and impose their own values on
them. According to the group, this would be the opposite of democracy and would only bring
chaos, turmoil, and undermine the fundamental interests of the people. promote multipartyism
and the democratization of international relations, and to work for peace and cooperation.

Armenia, on behalf of a group states, condemned gross violations and abuses of
international humanitarian and human rights law during armed conflicts. The group called on
armed parties to respect international law, humanitarian law and human rights. National
parties should cease hate speech and the dissemination of prejudice against religious, ethnic
and racial groups. Prisoners of war should be treated in accordance to humanitarian law and
repatriated once hostilities finished. Hostages should be released since it was an IHL
violation. The legislative, administrative, and executive branches of states should condemn,
prevent, end and punish acts of enforced disappearances. The UN was called upon to play a
more active role in promoting and upholding international humanitarian law in all situations
of armed conflict.

China, on behalf of a group of countries, reminded that the right to social protection and right
to development were important rights. Social protection would help combat discrimination,
inequality, poverty and promote social inclusion in COVID-affected areas. The group
highlighted that stated should promote and strengthen social protection and commit to
people-centered development. All people deserved the right to have the necessary access to
social services. Multilateral human rights mechanisms should promote and protect economic,
cultural, and social rights.

The United Kingdom, on behalf over forty countries, first reminded that of the universality
of human rights and that all should be equally prioritized. However, the group noted that the
universality of these rights was in jeopardy as gross humanitarian violations occurred during
armed conflicts, resulting in the displacement of people. It was important that humanitarian
assistance be provided to victims in all disasters. In a second part, the group condemned
Ethiopia for expelling seven UN representatives from Addis Adeba to deal with humanitarian
issues in Tigre. The group affirmed its strong support to the representatives. According to the
group, the work of these people was critical to responding to the multiple violation happening
in Ethiopia. They also raised awareness of ongoing violations and abuses in the north of the



country such as gender-based and sexual violence. The group called on Ethiopia to reverse the
decision and allow UN-representatives to continue their work in Ethiopia.

Statements made by States

Venezuela supported the NAM’s statement. The country stated that many countries adopted a
selective and biased human rights approach in order to impose their hegemonic worldview on
the Global South. Venezuela condemned illegal unilateral and coercive measures (UMCs) as
they violated the human rights of developing countries such as the right to development.
Therefore, Venezuela advised the international community to eliminate UMCs and all other
obstacles hindering the realization of human rights. In addition, they demanded countries to
respect fundamental UN principles such as sovereignty or non-interference in domestic
affairs.

Indonesia stated that it had launched its 2021-2025 National Action Plan on Human Rights in
order to protect women, children, disabled people and local vulnerable people. Indonesia
presented five goals of the initiative:

● Empowerment of the four groups
● Improvement of public services such as education or healthcare
● Elimination of digital violence or discrimination
● Engagement of the four groups in the decision-making process
● Strengthening legal and institutional frameworks

Indonesia stated that there would be disagreement within the Council concerning the
deliberation of work. However, Indonesia reminded the importance of the universality and
non-selectivity of human rights, and that cooperation and solidarity was needed during the
pandemic.

Cuba reaffirmed the importance of the VDPA and its work. Cuba noted that ever since the
declaration, racism, xenophobia, racism, double standards, politization or selectivity persisted.
Cuba rejected the use of human rights as pretext to impose punitive actions. Cuba pointed out
that neoliberal prescriptions failed during the pandemic, leaving marginalized populations
unprotected while rich people multiplied their profits. Unity, solidarity, and cooperation were
needed during the pandemic.

Russia noted the 80th anniversary of the beginning of the Great Patriotic War. According to
Russia, the victory during World War II was made possible by the coalition against Hitler and
Nazism. Russia reminded also the 75th anniversary of the Nuremberg Tribunal verdict. The
decisions of the Tribunal and the creation of the UN marked the victory of the civilized world
over Nazism. World War II should remind the masses of the principles of international law,
war crimes, torture, and other crimes against humanity. Finally, Russia stressed the
importance to not forget that the modern world and UN principles existed thanks to the
victory in the Second World War.

India welcomed the universality, indivisibility, equality, interrelatedness, and interdependence
of human rights. India noted the importance of the rights to development and the rights of
women, girls, children, minorities, disabled and marginalized people. Even though there had
been improvement on the arena, COVID-19 had hindered further progress. India informed of



its national and global promotion and protection of human rights. India also noted that it
supplied 66 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines worldwide. India declared its commitment
to cooperate with states promote of human rights. The country recommended that
humanitarian problems be addressed with respect for the principles of universality,
impartiality, non-selectivity, objectivity, and noninterference in internal affairs of states. The
Council should provide technical assistance and capacity building to states to improve the
global humanitarian situation.

Nepal believed in the indivisibility, interdependence, interrelatedness and universality of
human rights. Human rights values of various conventions such as pluralism, democracy, the
rule of law or inclusive participation were enshrined within Nepal’s constitution. The National
Human Rights Commission of Nepal had been working as monitoring force in the promotion
of human rights. Nepal noted that it was one of the few countries which implemented the UN
Security Council Resolutions 1325 and 1820 on Women, Peace and Security or the
gender-responsive budget system. Nepal wanted to improve standards of living, achieve the
SDGs and fight climate change.

China called all states to engage in multilateralism and to promote peace, development,
democracy, equity, and cooperation. The UN principles such as non-interference in domestic
affairs and respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty should be respected in order to
achieve long-lasting peace. States should not use force and then hide under the pretext of
democracy or human rights. China called on all states to prioritize the right of development
and embrace a people-centered, action-oriented and inclusive approach. China reminded that
its President Xi Jinping proposed the Global Development Initiative and called upon the
international community to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for the SDGs.
Finally, China stated its commitment to work with other states in the implementation of the
SDGs.

Pakistan stated that the Council had a duty to support people who lived under occupation.
Pakistan noted how India changed the demography of Kashmir and suppressed the human
rights of the people. The lands, property and natural resources were being stolen by the Indian
government. Pakistan accused India of trying to turn the Kashmiri majority into a minority
and prevent their right to self-determination. Pakistan called on the High Commissioner and
UNHRC’s Special Procedures to report on the human rights violations within Kashmir.

Israel stated that goals of the VDPA had not been achieved. Israel noted that the COVID-19
pandemic had hindered further progress and had a negative impact on many children and
young people. Israel called states to include the concerns of younger generations into their
recovery plans.

Iraq noted that it had been implementing the VDPA since 2003. It had built a country based
on fundamental freedoms, respect for the rights of women, children, and an efficient judicial
system. Iraq expressed its support for the High Commissioner and appreciated his
humanitarian contributions.

According to South Africa, the most important priority was to overcome the pandemic. South
Africa stated that the solution was to respond with international cooperation, solidarity, and
equitable vaccine distribution.



Albania stated its support to the VDPA and the importance of recognizing the universality,
indivisibility, and interdependence of human rights. The country called on states to renew
their commitment to the VDPA and respect human rights in an equitable manner so that the
aspirations of the VDPA become reality.

Belarus stated that UN failed in responding to the human rights violations. The UNHRC kept
silent during the violations of Lithuanian, Latvian and Estonian discrimination against their
Russian-speaking population. According to Belarus, the Russian-speakers in the Baltic
countries face systematic infringement of their basic rights. Belarus invited the Council to
participate at the online conference on “Baltic States and Ukraine: state policy of
discrimination against national minorities”.

The United States of America (USA) informed about the creation of the White House
Gender Policy Council that aimed to fight systemic discrimination, sexual harassment,
gender-based violence and that planned to advance gender equity and equality. The country
noted that its Vice President Harris was committed to address inequality in the US. Finally,
the USA stated its commitment to keep fighting gender-based violence, sexual harassment,
and all forms of discrimination.

Syria noted that countries still engaged in unilateral coercive measures violating the IHL as
they used food to make political pressure. Xenophobia and racism were still common
nowadays. Syria stated that the aspirations of the Declaration should be implemented as they
responded to the UN principles.

Georgia prioritized the protection and promotion of all human rights equally. The country
regretted the occupation of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali by Russia. Georgia stated the local
population in these regions had to face human rights violations such as killings, kidnappings,
ill-treatment, prolonged closure, or torture. Georgia called on Russia to uphold the rights of
the resident population. The international community was invited to support the 2008
Ceasefire Agreement and pressure Russia to implement its obligations.

Afghanistan informed about its cooperation with its civil society, government bodies and
Independent Human Rights Commission in order to promote human rights in the country. It
noted its progress on the rights of women and girls, freedom of expression and assembly, and
its efforts to eliminate recruitment of child soldiers and torture. Afghanistan warned the
international community from the Taliban as they engaged in IHL violations. Finally, the
country stressed the importance of not abandoning Afghanistan to the Taliban.

Algeria stressed the importance to adopt national and international policies based on
solidarity, equality, inclusivity, and cooperation during the COVID-19 pandemic. The country
renewed its call to affordable and equitable vaccine distribution for developing and least
developing countries. Finally, Algeria called for the realization of all human rights and respect
for the VDPA.

Tunisia affirmed its support to the VDPA. Tunisia recommended the international community
to adopt new approaches to multilateralism based on justice, equality, and solidarity. All states
should recognize the equality of human rights, settle ongoing conflicts, and achieve the SDGs



goals for 2030. Finally, Tunisia stressed the importance of capacity building of states,
technical cooperation, tight coordination on regional and national basis and respect the VDPA.

Iran stated that the politicization, selective approach, and double standards were harming the
promotion and protection of human rights. The country regretted the massive setbacks that the
right to development had to face due to the COVID-19 pandemic and UMCs. Finally, Iran
shared that the UMCs had a negative impact on the VDPA, but also on the rights to health,
education, food, freedom of movement, science and to the right to life.

Right of reply

Ethiopia affirmed its commitment to multilateralism. It noted its regret at the statement made
by the UK on behalf of forty countries. Ethiopia explained that the reports of the UN
representatives were blatant violations of its sovereignty. The country rejected the
politicization of human assistance and the partial and dependent reports of the UN staff in
Ethiopia. Ethiopia called on the UN to uphold the principles of impartiality and neutrality.
Ethiopia affirmed that the cooperation with the UN and other international organisms would
continue, provided that the activity of these organisms would not undermine the sovereignty
and security of Ethiopia. Finally, Ethiopia reiterated its call to the UN to expeditiously replace
its personnel.

The General Debate was closed after the reply of Ethiopia. The Vice-President had announced
a short break before continuing with the Interactive Dialogue on people of African Descent.


