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Composition of the HRC

Madam President Nazhat Shameem opened the General Debate under ITEM 6 on the
1st of October at 15:00pm.

Statements by Members of the Council

Slovenia, on behalf of the European Union, the Republic of North Macedonia,
Montenegro, Bosnia Herzegovina, Albania, Lichtenstein, Moldova, Armenia, and
Georgia, stated their support for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism,
whose ultimate goal is to improve the situation of human rights for people all over the
world. Slovenia also called on states to facilitate the participation of civil society in the
UPR processes.

Malaysia, on behalf of ASEAN, affirmed their unwavering support to the UPR
process, and stated that it should continue to serve as a platform for constructive
exchanges of views and good practices based on the principles of non-selectivity,
impartiality, and objectivity.

Pakistan, on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), stated that
contribution of the UPR mechanism, which is largely isolated from pollicization, is
manifest in the steady growth of legislative policies and administrative measures taken
by the states concerned. Pakistan also expressed appreciation for the role of civil society
and national institutions for their constructive critique and suggestions to improve
human rights.

Azerbaijan, on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement, reiterated the need to preserve
the UPR as the only international mechanism of intergovernmental cooperation to
examine human rights issues at a national level in all UN member states on an equal
footing. Azerbaijan also stated that the UPR should aim at strengthening the capacity of
member states upon their request, consent, and consultation.

Belgium, on behalf of a group of francophone member states and observer states of
the organization of La Francophonie, commended the support provided at the request
of member states by La Francophonie, and called for the need to develop suggestions
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and recommendations to enforce the UPR in its fourth cycle, which will commence in
2022.

India, on behalf of a group of countries, emphasized the effectiveness of the UPR
mechanism and its universal support. India also called for the HRC to allow more time
for the review of the UPR recommendations and stated that the lack of improvements
by states is not because of lack of willingness, but for the lack of resources.

Venezuela aligned itself with the statement made by NAM and the statement made by
India. Venezuela stated that it is only by involving the states concerned in the
recommendations, as it is in the case of the UPR, that the human rights situation of the
county improves.

Indonesia stated that they have implemented an inclusive approach for the last UPR
recommendations received in 2017. Indonesia expressed that it will continue to work to
fulfill the recommendations and called for the need for the international community to
maintain its support to the UPR.

Bahrain called for the need to continue to strengthen the UPR in order to promote and
protect human rights. Bahrain also called attention to the need to take into account the
capacities of each state and reminded the HRC that the recommendations of the UPR
are voluntary.

Cuba stated that the ongoing proliferation of selective and discriminatory mechanisms
is incompatible with the goals and nature of the UPR. Cuba also conveyed that, despite
the Covid 19 pandemic, the government has been able to continue with the scheduled
UPR framework.

India expressed its support to the UPR mechanism and called for the UN to focus on
the UPR recommendations that have been accepted by the countries concerned.

China conveyed the importance of the UPR mechanism for the HRC and called upon
states to engage in sincere dialogue and cooperation during the UPR processes, and to
make recommendations considering the situation of each country.

Sudan underscored the importance to maintain the working group sessions relating to
the UPR in a spirit of cooperation in order to fulfill the goals for which it was
established.

Statements by the List of Observer States

Iraq stressed the importance of the UPR in decisions relating to human rights, always
following the principles of impartiality, non-selectivity, equality, and
non-discrimination. Iraq also called for the need to not politicize the UPR.

South Africa congratulated all states that had their UPR outcomes adopted during the
session and stated that the UPR is the “crown jewel” of the HRC and, therefore, it
should not be tampered with.



Kenya recognized the UPR process and detailed that the country has made progress on
following the recommendations received through the UPR.

Belarus stated that the country has consistently promoted the principle of developing
dialogue through mutual respect among countries. Belarus also stated that any attempts
to tamper with the UPR are unacceptable.

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines stated that, although in the past few years there
have been several natural disasters in the country, the government is in the final stages
to complete their UPR report.

Georgia expressed its support for most of the UPR recommendations received,
however, Georgia regretted that its government is prevented from ensuring the
promotion and protection of human rights in the Russia occupied regions in Georgia.

Algeria stated that it renewed its strong commitment and support to the UPR, but called
upon the international community to take into account the specific situation of each
country when making recommendations.

Lesotho expressed appreciation for the opportunity to update on the issues that arose
from the successful review by the UPR in January 2020. Lesotho stated that the country
has started implementing the recommendations received, such as the prohibition of
child marriages.

Guyana reaffirmed its support to the UPR mechanism and stated that the government
has been working on implementing the recommendations received.

Tunisia stated that the success of the review mechanism depends in large extent to the
effectiveness, independence, and credibility of the UPR, and called for the need to
ensure that it is a platform for international cooperation for human rights.

Iran associated itself with the statements made by the OIC and the NAM. Iran also
called for the need to strengthen the UPR and to avoid manipulation and politicization.

The written statements by non-governmental speakers can be found here.
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