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Composition of the HRC

Ms. Ilze Brands Kehris, Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights state that the
pandemic has exacerbated pre-existing inequalities for indigenous people. Indigenous peoples
and disabilities have been hit particularly hard as well as indigenous women and elders
This is particular concern, including in light of the objective of the “Leave no one behind”
defined by the Sustainable Development Goals. We call on all indigenous people to
participate in society as a whole. Given the disproportionate impact the pandemic has had on
Indigenous People, their participation is more critical than ever.

Ms. Megan Davis, Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
state that the positive news is that we have seen reaffirmation and the foundational right upon
which the enjoyment of other indigenous people. The pandemic has exacerbated underlying
structural inequalities for indigenous communities. Indigenous people are more likely to die
of Covid-19 and hit hardest by its socioeconomic consequences. Ms. Davis also highlights
the importance of vaccines for anyone. The pandemic must not use as an opening to limit the
right for indigenous peoples and the rights of self-determination

Mr. José Francisco Cali Tzay, Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples
states that more than a year after the pandemic, indigenous people are still facing the
consequences. In many places there has been very little help. Many governments have
adopted responses without protecting indigenous people and other countries have relied on
the civil society to help the indigenous people. Indigenous peoples need to be included at the
early stages of contingency planning. Recovery and post-pandemic decision-making must
involve indigenous representatives. The implementation of effective measures to ensure
culturally appropriate access to health facilities and to remove barriers to accessing health
care are also indispensable to the overall effort to respond to the pandemic.

Ms. Anne Nuorgam, Chair of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues state that the
Covid-19 exposed and exacerbated the pre-existing inequalities. During the pandemic,
indigenous people in more than 90 countries suffered from inequalities and discrimination
including limited or no access to information, food, housing and more. The digital divide
affected the futures of indigenous s children who has lost more than a year of education due
to cancelled classes and lack of online connectivity. Indigenous peoples have often been
neglected in the emergency response measures.
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Guatemala, on behalf of Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico,
Panama, Paraguay and Peru, stated that we must be aware of the needs of indigenous people
and to protect their right to self-determination. There must be greater awareness around this.

Sweden, on behalf Nordic-Baltic, states delivering their statement stating that indigenous
people, indigenous women and girls, LGHTIQ face deep discrimination. Violence and
harassment against human right defenders have escalated. Perpetrators of violence and abuses
must be held accountable.

Bolivia, state that the report showed that indigenous peoples have suffered disproportionate
impacts with the rise of discrimination and racism. The exacerbation of these various
discrimination and inequalities lead to fear and uncertainty, not only among individuals but
among countries. Mother earth has been neglected. We have not understood that we are all
interconnected, and we need to work together. Bolivia has addressed political and social crisis
in 2019 which aggregated the indigenous community. It has been difficult pathway with
uncertainty and suffering, but we are now addressing the situation with the knowledge left by
our ancestors.

The EU welcomes this discussion, The pandemic has disproportionately affected indigenous
people. The EU is worried for the use of the pandemic to curtail indigenous people’s rights to
participation and allowing mega-project in their land and territory. Access to land and natural
resources is essential for indigenous people. Reports prove there is direct link overcoming the
pandemic. Indigenous people’s participation needs to be protected.

Brazil ensures the due participation of indigenous peoples in health policy decisions.
National plan of sanitary barriers for isolated. Indigenous health workers play an important
role in preventing Covid-19. Indigenous peoples comprise of over 30% of the workforce in
the indigenous health districts. Brazil reaffirms its commitment to indigenous people’s human
rights.

Ukraine has always lived up to the high standards of the commitment. Unfortunately, Russia
still occupies territorial land of the Tartar people in Ukraine. The outbreak of the pandemic
was in Crimea’s, which has put significant threat the lives of over 100 Crimean’s Tatars.
These arrests should serve as a. The international community should provide an adequate
response.

Venezuela welcomes the statements of the panelists. We are concerned by the
disproportionate impact of the pandemic for indigenous peoples in the world and indigenous
peoples and communities in Venezuela. Within the second phase of mass vaccination against
Covid-19, indigenous people have been vaccinated.

Ecuador agrees that the impact on indigenous peoples has been disproportional, particular in
terms of health. The participation by representatives of indigenous peoples in planning and
adopting Covid-19 encourages participation by the indigenous peoples in institutions.
Ecuador country has created activities for the protection of the indigenous peoples. Ecuador
will continue its efforts to guarantee compliance with cultural and linguistic.



Spain state that the reports shown that indigenous people right has been exacerbated during
the pandemic. Spain reaffirms its commitment to implementation. The Spanish cooperation
had a strategic framework and plan that coordinates action to support recognition and
effective rights for indigenous peoples. Spain has supported development program for
indigenous peoples. Pandemic recovery will be effective if it incorporates adequately the
additional knowledge and practices. Spain recognizes the work of the council.

Senegal the pandemic is first and foremost a human crisis with grave consequences. It
worsens the situation for indigenous peoples. indigenous peoples have traditional institutions
law in the field of governance to protect biodiversity including food provision to ensure
recovery. Recognition and protection are essential for disabled indigenous peoples. Cultural
diversity is essential.

France was not present

China welcomes this panel discussion. The inequality and human rights faced by indigenous
peoples have been further compounded during the pandemic- In many countries, indigenous
peoples are living at the bottom of society as most marginalized community. During the
pandemic, in US, Canada and Australia, indigenous peoples have been limited right to health,
education and social security. Effective access should be taken to ensure their human rights.

Indonesia state that pandemic has exacerbated disparities in public health systems that often
disproportion impact indigenous peoples. Indonesia is home to around 70 million people and
will continue to support the group including during the pandemic. The group shave shown
resilience in adapting to the pandemic by adoption self-isolation. Vaccines must find itself to
all communities, no one is safe until all are safe.

Armenia was not present

Azerbaijan was not present

Cambodia was not present

Guatemala has been seeking to assist vulnerable population implanting programs for social
protection and support grants and the national plan. Institutions addressing the needs for
people in terms of security, health and education. There must be universal equitable response
availability for all to vaccines including indigenous peoples.


