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Composition of the HRC

Ms. Michelle Bachelet starts her statement with addressing that since the Covid-19 we have
become more dependent on digital technologies. The gender digital divide reflects the overall
discrimination faced by women and girls. The pandemic led to digital technology being a
crucial part of our lives. There is estimation of 11 million girls not being able to return to
school due to pandemic related disruptions. Online harassment, violence and intimidation has
increased online. The use of digital technologies should be guided by international human
rights norms and principles. It is also important to dismantle discriminatory gender
stereotypes. In the Generation Equality Forum in Mexico City, a plan to advance gender
equality was launched and it is to halve the gender digital divide.

Ms. Lainah Ndiweni, Legal researcher, Veritas Zimbabwe states that the pandemic
represents a global challenge, marginalized and vulnerable groups bear a differentiated
burden. Communication for development is important, but many women and girls can’t
afford high costs of data and resources. The HRC needs to strengthen capacity building and
advocacy in all spheres of women human rights.

Ms. Tatiana Vasconcelos, Disability consultant state that current information and
communication technologies (ICT) are playing a crucial role to keep us safe, close to our
family. The situation for disabled, for women and girls with disabilities is different, because
ICTs have become a barrier.

Ms. Tlaleng Mofokeng, Special Rapporteur on the right to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard and mental health state that the global digital gender divide affects
women and girls in particular. During the pandemic, digital health has proved instrumental, as
movement restrictions has been imposed and people unable to access the technology for
telehealth were disadvantaged.

Australia state that indigenous women are more at risk for the gender digital divide. 26.2
million dollars to address technology-based abuse, support survivors. Australia is the first
government to keep their citizens safe online. Australia has also invested in regional capacity
to address online abuse in the pacific.

European Union welcomes the debate and stresses the importance of resolution 6/30. The
EU commends the expert mechanism for improving our understanding. Women has been
affected by the pandemic and mitigating its social and economic consequences. Women and
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girls in rural areas often experience multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination. It is a
priority of the EU to protect the safety of all women and girls.

Luxembourg on behalf of Benelux state that the pandemic has further exacerbated the
existing digital gender gap. Ensure that no women are left behind. The pandemic has affected
schooling, leading more people remaining illiterate. Women journalist and human rights are
at more risk.

Switzerland on behalf Austria, Liechtenstein and Slovenia, has all observed how the
pandemic has made us more dependent on digital technologies. This has affected men and
women differently. Women and girls are more at risk for abuses, the right for privacy and
harassment. Gender equality must be achieved offline and online.

Norway on behalf of Nordic-Baltic countries, stress the importance of integration of a gender
perspective on the whole of the UN.
We must bridge the global gender digital gap. Online content must not contain gender
stereotypes and sexual harassment.

Chile on behalf of Group of Latin American countries (Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay) state
that as a result of the pandemic, there has been a great dependence on technologies. Women
and girls who are more vulnerable and more at risk for gender digital divide. Human rights
council must take further their analysis on the inequality that arise from gender digital divide.

Barbados on behalf of the CARICOM countries, recognize the role of ICTs that promote
human rights. The onset of the pandemic has highlighted other critical concerns for the
Caribbean region and the wider world. The pandemic has exacerbated issues of gender
discrimination and lack of access to ICTs.

Lesotho on behalf of LDCs/SIDS Trust Fund Beneficiaries state that schools are the best at
equipping education. Women and girls in rural areas need special provision and access.

Egypt on behalf of the Arab Group, the pandemic has forced the world to use digital
communication tools. Unfortunate, these means has not been accessible to all people. The
pandemic has shown the inequalities of the access to the ICTs, especially for women and
girls.

Israel states that women face a heavier burden and lose their jobs at a higher percentage than
men during the pandemic. The achievements that have promoted women’s rights are at risk.

Canada state that the pandemic has impacted many human rights issues, especially for
women and girls. Canada is working to make the online space safer and more accessible for
women and girls.

Greece aligns with the EU statement and states that it is important to work to enhance the
integration of a gender perspective within the HRC mechanisms. It is of grave concern that
women are disproportionate exposed to harassment online.



Egypt is proactive in recognizing the disproportionate negative impact of the Corona
pandemic. Egypt has launched different initiatives both internationally and nationally.

Spain state that the pandemic has shown that women is at more risk in the digital gender
divide. Spain is commitment to reduce the digital gender divide.

France state that women and girls has been disproportionally affected by the pandemic. The
pandemic has limited women access to justice and health. Domestic violence and sexual
harassment have increased. This fight must systematically address a gender perspective.

Thailand is here to discuss how to reduce the digital gender divide. Ensure women and girls
are not excluded from this digital transformation and must be actively included. Gender
responsive budgeting.

Angola state that it is a fact that the gender digital divide has widened, especially in
developing countries. Angola urges Member States to integrate the creative and innovative
digital tools into their pandemic response.

Vietnam states that digital technology is an enabler for jobs and exponential growth. The
pandemic has not only highlighted the critical role of ICTs, but that it causing digital
inequalities between and within countries. Women must be given opportunities to access
digital technology.

India states that the gendered digital divide had added to the pandemic’s disproportionate
impact on the lives of women and girls. The Government on India has made initatives to
promote digital inclusion.

Georgia fully recognizes the significance of equitable digital engagement for the promotion
and enjoyment of all human rights by women. The ongoing illegal Russian occupation of
Georgia’s regions, deprives the Georgian Government the possibility to give human rights
protection to those women on the other side of the occupation line.


