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Composition of the HRC

Main Report

Madame President Nazhat Shameem Khan declares the 48th Session of the Human Rights
Council (HRC) on the 13th of September at 10:00. She welcomes the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet and all other delegations and
stakeholders. Madame President Khan briefs the council on practicalities regarding the
forthcoming HRC. For the 48th Regular Session, 15 countries participating for the first time in
the regular program. There is also no change regarding physical distance like the 47th Regular
Meeting and state delegations will give video statements. Madame President Khan further
elaborates on the technicalities regarding the meetings. NGOs needs to submit video for the
general debate. The voting process will have the same modalities as during the 47th session
and 31st special session. Deadline for draft proposals is set on September Wednesday 29th at 1
pm. Madame President Khan highlights the interest of effectiveness during the meetings,
urging everyone to follow time restrictions and encouraging main sponsors to share draft with
civil society and other observers. She also invites delegations to allow accessibility. Madame
President Khan further emphasized the zero tolerance for any kind of harassment during the
meetings. All allegations will be reported and followed up upon.
Madame President Khan also brought up the question of the representation of Myanmar on
the 47th session and as there has been two competing request to represent Myanmar. The
question of postponing the report of the UPR to the next session made by the buraeu. The
interactive dialogue on Myanmar is considered separately. It was decided that the report of
the UPR of Myanmar will be postponed to the 49th session of the council. The question of
pending consideration by the general assembly on the representation on the Myanmar. That
the interactive dialogue on the report of the independent investigative mechanism for
Myanmar about human rights without Myanmar’s presence. Madame President opened the
floor for discussion.

China supports the work of the Human Rights Council and works with universality and
non-selectivity. China calls on all parties to discuss human rights issues and China believes
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countries speaking should be guaranteed. Therefore, the Human Rights Council should hold
the interactive dialogue with the participation of Myanmar.

Russian Federation thanks Madame President for addressing this question and note the
format on specific countries but every state should speak during dialogue.

Austria is delivering their statement on behalf on EU. Austria fully agrees that the ID with
Myanmar should be held as scheduled 48th without Myanmar and to be postponed to 49th

session. Austria also agrees to postpone the report of the UPR of Myanmar till the 49th

meeting. Austria states that this decision is in line with the decision made in June and there is
no need to revisit this question. Myanmar’s participation could make the pre-requisite
dangerous precedent and meant to establish dialogue with country. For all these reasons,
Austria states that the EU fully supports the program as proposed as the president and the
bureau.
No other request for the floor. It was decided that the program of work would be adopted.
After a technical break, the high commissioner on human right delivered a report on
Venezuela, Nicaragua, Afghanistan and Sri Lanka.

Ms. Michelle Bachelet, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, started
her statement with the update of human rights situations and themes that were of most
concern. The situations addressed in this session will be Afghanistan, Belarus, the Tigray
region of Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan, the Occupied Palestinian Territory of Palestine,
Yemen, Venezuela, Myanmar, Cambodia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Georgia, Sri Lanka
and Ukraine.

Ms. Bachelet then stated that a safe and clean environment is fundamental for human
life. However, today due to human action and inaction crisis like pollution and nature loss is
impacting the rights to food, clean water, education, and even life itself. During the recent
months there has been severe climate events, such as monumental fire in Siberia and
California.
Floods in China, Turkey and Germany. Droughts and heat waves forcing people into misery,
hunger and displacement. Climate change is causing 1 in 6 premature deaths. Interlinked
climate change, declining biodiversity is forcing people into vulnerable situations and is
currently the single greatest challenge to human rights of our era. It is also clear that there is
great uncertain about what policymakers will do.

Ms. Bachelet further gives examples of the devastating human right disasters
occurring due to climate change. She mentions Madagascar, which are facing extreme hunger
after 4 years without rain. This is the first climate change induced famine. Ms. Bachelet
highlights that the situation is most severe in Africa than elsewhere because of climate
change and weak governance aggravate violence and instability further. Ms. Bachelet also
addresses the situations in Mauritania and Niger and the rise of climate change migrants.

Ms. Bachelet continues her statement on the situation in Asia. She mentions the
situation in China, Bangladesh, India and the Philippines as they have witnessed more



disaster displacement that all other countries combined – amounting to 70% of the global
total. Ms. Bachelet bring up the crisis of Bangladesh and the Maldives experiencing rising sea
levels, depriving millions of peoples of their homes. She continues her statement with the
flooding in Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam and Myanmar.

Water scarcity is in particularly threatening the Middle East and North Africa. The
UN High Commission for Human Rights offices in the Pacific has alerted stakeholders for
immediate action and to protect the most vulnerable. In Central Latin America’s dry corridor
in Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras is an example of the impact of climate change on
poverty, displacement and human rights. An estimation of 8.3 million people is estimated to
be food-insecure in 2021 in northern Central America and in need of humanitarian assistance.

Ms. Bachelet further elaborates on the unprincipled situation of when people are
forced to leave and it being unstainable. The right policies need to be adopted and she urges
all countries to work together to create pathways to compelled to leave their country due to
environmental degermation

Ms. Bachelet also points out the recent attack against indigenous people in Brazil as
well as environmental human rights defenders in South-East Asian countries faces
criminalization, harassment, surveillance and other restrictions of their rights.

Regarding the pandemic, Ms. Bachelet points out millions of dollars will be spent to
rebuild and support national economies. This can be an opportunity to find green solutions to
help the environment and promote human rights. The EU in June new climate law to be
climate neutral by 2050. Ms. Bachelet points out that till will not be easy, but ambitions
actions need to be taken. She calls on the international community to act.

Ms. Bachelet ends her statement with addressing current needs and concerns in
specific countries.

Chad will adopt a new constitution and constitutional referendum by September
2022, which is a crucial step towards national human rights policies. There is also evidence
that the country is facing conflict- and climate-related threats, including violent extremist
activity.

Mali is experiencing violent extremist activity and severe human rights violations
following the coup d’état.

Guinea has been deplored with a non-democratic transition of power. The country
needs to respect its obligations under international human rights and humanitarian law.

Central African Republic has experienced a 76% increase in incidents perpetrated
by armed groups.

Haiti experienced earthquakes last month and needs to build greater resilience.
Czech Republic has in the last 45 years, forced hundreds of Roma people into

sterilization but has recently passed legislation for individuals to receive compensation. This
is welcomed by the High Commissioner.

China published a new National Action Plan on Human Rights 2021-2025 which the
High Commissioner looks forward to exploring for possible future engagement and
cooperation. The High Commissioner has not been able to make any progress to gain access
to the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region.



India’s authorities' restrictions on public assembly, and frequent temporary
communication blackouts, continue in Jammu and Kashmir. This unlawful activity is
worrying.

Nepal’s Government is urged to take steps to restore the independence of the National
Human Rights Commission through a transparent Paris agreement.

Iraq’s failure to hold accountability of perpetrators of human rights violations against
demonstrators raises serious concern ahead of next month’s elections. The High
Commissioner recommends full implementation of the Yazidi Survivors Law. In the
Kurdistan region, freedom of expression and media freedom is limited.

Tunisia is working to commit to democracy with the help of the High Commissioner.
Corruption needs to be combated and encouragement and respect freedom is essential.

Lebanon has faced rising poverty and rising prices of food. The High Commissioner
commends Lebanon for welcoming Syrian refugees but concerned with reports of detentions
and deportations of Syrians.

Occupied Palestine Territory’s civilians has experienced unwarranted use of force
from the Israeli Security Forces. One of the High Commissioner’s staff were affected by the
violence.

Eswatini’s recent peaceful protests has been met by excessive and unwarranted force.
Protests has been met by mass arbitrary detention.

Zambia has in the last month seen a peaceful transfer of power. The new government
commits to strengthen democracy which is welcomed by the High Commissioner.

Ms. Bachelet’s concluding remarks included the Common Agenda and the efforts of
solidarity and long-term thinking in order to rebuild people’s trust in the future. She states
that the choice is ours.

Ms. Michelle Bachelet, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, report
on the situation of human rights and technical assistance in the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela (HRC/45/45.2). The High Commissioner has been present in Venezuela for 2
years. The office has assessed recommendation concerned detention in pre-trial detention
centers. Out of all the cases, 152 detainees have been freed. The High Commissioner is also
concerned with the lack of vaccine doses and shortages in the health sector. The access to
vaccines is a human right and must be considered a global good. Although the progresses and
alleviations made in Venezuela, income levels are still low. The High Commissioner is also
concerned with the absence of public data to monitor and inform public policies. She is
confident that dialogues currently taking place in Mexico can lead to meaningful solutions for
Venezuela. Ms. Bachelet also welcomes other authorities’ engagement.

Ms. Michelle Bachelet, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Oral
update on the situation on human rights in Afghanistan. Ms. Bachelet starts her statement
on since the last discussion on Afghanistan, more people has been attacked, including 142
civilians outside Kabul airport including US military personnel and the Taliban. She is



concerned with the civilian casualties and growing hardship. Ms. Bachelet points out the
crisis Afghanistan faces has entered a new phase, which is more concerning for women.
Women have been more excluded from public sphere and sometimes prohibited to visit
public spaces without a male chaperone. There have also been efforts to limit education for
girls over 12 years old.
The High Commissioner points out Afghan people’s longing for peace and stability. She
urges bold and vigorous action due to gravity of the status. Meantime, the Office, will
continue to work full extent monitor the right Afghan people under the mandate in resolution
48/141.

Ms. Michelle Bachelet, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Oral
update on the situation on human rights in Nicaragua. Nicaraguans should be able to
exercise their right to vote without intimidation and violence. Those who want to candidate
should be able to freely announce their candidacies. The High Commissioner has reported
arbitrary detention of political leaders, human rights defenders, businessmen, journalists,
peasants and student leaders. Attack against freedom of expression has increased, prompting
journalists to seek protection in other countries. The Nicaraguan government needs to
guarantee full exercise of civil and political rights of all Nicaraguans. The High
Commissioner urges the Council to assist and promote human rights in Nicaragua.

Ms. Michelle Bachelet, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Oral
update on the situation on human rights in Sri Lanka. In June, Sri Lanka committed to
work with UN to ensure accountability. Sri Lanka would implement institutional reforms if
necessary and look forward to seeing concrete actions to this effect. The lack of
accountability due to the militarization has impacted fundamental rights, civic space,
democratic institutions, social cohesion and sustainable development. The High
Commissioner expressed concern for the Prevention of Terrorism Act, as there are allegations
that it has been used as an Act to arrest and detain people.

Interactive Dialogue on the report of Independent Investigative Mechanism of
Myanmar

Head of the Independent Investigate Mechanism for Myanmar, Mr Nicholas Koumjian
presented his 3rd annual report from Myanmar. With mandate from this council, the
investigation aims to preserve and analyze, and serious crime and international law
committed in Myanmar. He states that criminal conduct happening in Myanmar and diverse
regions are suffering. In 2017, hundreds of Rohingya’s were displaced and unjustified force
were used. There have also been arbitrary arrests, killings, disappearances and many people
fleeing.
This has devastated the economy. This cycle must be broken. Mr Koumjian continues with
describing events since the coup d’état, that thousands of civilians have been killed, security
forces systematically arresting journalists and medical staff with no process of law when



detained. Under international law, the systematic attack of civilian people falls under his
mandate and is a crime against humanity.
Mr. Koumjian outlines the work his team has done in the past year, including the recruitment
of personnel and the collection of 1.4 million information items, although Myanmar limits the
access for information. His team puts emphasis on crime against children and women, as they
are often underreported. He also highlights the importance to protect those who give
information to the Mechanism. Mr. Koumjian concludes with that the main object the
Investigative Mechanism is to gather evidence to build a case in international court. He
expresses gratitude to all those who have helped with the Mechanism’s work and that there
will be justice for the victims in Myanmar.

Finland, on behalf of Nordic-Baltic countries expresses their support for the mandate. The
deteriorating human right situation in Myanmar is concerning and points out that there will be
no lasting peace without accountability. Finland urges Myanmar to halt all use of violence
against civilians, crimes against children and women and to cooperate with the Mandate.

European Union, on behalf of European Union, shares the deep concern with the
Mechanism and expresses their support for the mandate. The EU calls for Myanmar to
cooperate with the mandate of the IIMM to provide information and sources. The EU
condemns, in the strongest terms, the military coup of 1 February. The EU also condemns the
use of violence against peaceful protesters and civilians, arbitrary arrest, torture, sexual and
gender-based violence, enforced disappearance and extrajudicial killings. The EU asks Mr.
Koumjian if he can elaborate on the Mechanisms wanting to expand its capacity to collect
and analyze financial information.

Pakistan, on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), states that Myanmar
has had a consistent non-cooperation with the Mechanism. Pakistan calls for Myanmar to
cooperate and not to destroy any evidence and to provide relevant information.

Liechtenstein commends the IIMM for its work. Liechtenstein agrees with the prioritization
of sexual, gender-based crimes and crimes against children in the investigative processes.
They call for military leader to grant and cooperate with the Mechanism.

France recalls its full support to the IIMM. France states that it is essential to bring those
responsible into account and that the military regime ensures access to the Mechanism.
France calls for releasement of those held arbitrary and rule of law established. France asks
Mr President, how has the coup affected the mechanism and how can the international
community help?

EU Delegation to the UN, Lotte Knudsen shares the concern in widespread human rights
concern and support the mandate. She calls for Myanmar to cooperate and give information
unhindered. Ms. Knudsen condemns the military coup and the use of violence against



civilians, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance and crimes against women. She urges
the halt of use of violence. Ms. Knudsen asks Mr. Koumjian: “The Mechanism can the
enhance its analysis of financial assets, could you please elaborate on this?”

Indonesia is deeply concerned with the use of violence against civilians, arbitrary detentions,
enforced disappearance and crimes against women. Indonesia urges for a peaceful democratic
transition and urges anyone to avoid complicating the situation. The Mechanism is
complementary resolving the conflict and Indonesia also calls for constructive engagement
form all sides.

Luxembourg aligns with the statements from the EU. Luxembourg calls for Myanmar to
cooperate and is concerned with the use of violence against civilians, arbitrary detentions,
enforced disappearance and crimes against women. The work of the Mechanism ensures the
perpetrators to be held accountable. Luxembourg states that justice will not be attained if
perpetrators are not held accountable now. Luxembourg asks Mr Koumjian, “How can
countries with ambassies in Myanmar assist you?”

Egypt takes nots on this Mechanism and states that serious international crimes has occurred
in Myanmar. Egypt fully condemns the crimes against the Rohingya minority. They call for
efforts to ensure accountability and to abide by the Mandate. Egypt states that this is not a
commission of inquiry.

Australia calls for the international community to hold the perpetrators of the crimes in
Myanmar accountable. They call for an end for all violence and release those who are
arbitrary detain, including the Australian, Sean Turnell. Australia urges Myanmar to return to
a democracy. Australia also thanks Bangladesh for welcoming refugees. Australia is a
supporter of the IIWW to hold those responsible for serious international crimes in Myanmar
accountable.

Bangladesh calls for the Mechanism and Myanmar to closely cooperate and urges Myanmar
to further cooperate. No single incident should be unrecorded. Bangladesh calls for advancing
justice for the Rohingya minority.

Austria welcomes the progress to implement Mechanism and fully supports its work. Austria
commends the work of the IIMM since the military coup. Austria calls for those responsible
for attacking the civilian population to be brought under justice. Austria calls for an end to all
acts of violence, releasement of those arbitrarily detained and that Myanmar fully respects
international law and human rights.

Head of the Independent Investigate Mechanism for Myanmar, Mr Nicholas Koumjian,
answering questions regarding the work of Mechanism. The IIMM sticks to their mandate
given by this council, which is carefully monitoring and collecting evidence. The IIMM’s



work has presented evidence of crimes against human rights. Mr. Koumjian answers the
question of
why the mechanism beneficial expansion financial info. He states that crimes are often
committed because of someone is benefitting financially from the crimes. Motives of the
crimes are then understood and why individuals have assisted in crimes. If assets are
understood the identity and the location of the perpetrators can be found.

Netherlands aligns with the statement from the EU. The Netherlands demands the justice for
all victims and shows strong support for the Mechanism and the importance for collecting
evidence. The Netherlands also calls for all arbitrary arrested to be released immediately. The
report sent a clear message of cooperation is of utmost importance. The Netherlands asks Mr.
Koumjian, “What can be done to increase cooperation understanding between the
Investigative Mechanism and international and regional tribunals?”.

United States of America strongly supports the Mechanism and commends the IIMM for its
work. USA states that accountability is essential for a democratic Myanmar to respect human
rights. USA urges all Member States to cooperate and support IIMM. USA agrees with
gender-based violence being prioritized. USA asks, “What actions can the international
community to do support the IIMM?”

Turkey welcomes the mechanism and is deeply concerned. Turkey strongly condemns the
coup d’état. Turkey calls for immediate release of all arbitrary detained. The crisis is
impacting the Rohingya minority the most. The UN should sustain their efforts to end the
violence. Turkey will continue to closely monitor the situation in Myanmar.

Ireland aligns with the statements from the EU. Ireland condemns, in the strongest terms, the
coup d’état and violence. Ireland strongly supports the mandate to investigate and commend
the work of the Mechanism. Ireland asks for further details of the mechanism’s plans to
engage with the authorities of jurisdictions that may potentially use the evidence collected.

Malaysia aligns with the statements from the OIC. Malaysia is concerned with the situation
in Myanmar. Malaysia points out the importance of the accountability process for the
Rohingyas.
Malaysia urges the international community to support the mandate to ensure that Myanmar
transitions into a peaceful democracy. Malaysia seeks the view of Mr. Koumjian intention for
IIMM to increase dialogue between stakeholders, regional groups and private entities to gain
more support for the mandate.

Namibia is deeply troubled human rights violations, crimes and gender-based crimes in
Myanmar. Namibia concur that the violence might constitute crimes against humanity and
urges the confirmation of this fact. Namibia also calls for the UN to provide resources to the



mechanism so they can fulfill their mandate. Namibia commends the work of the Mechanism
but wishes to emphasize to hold actors accountable for their complicity in the commission of
international crimes committed in Myanmar.

Belgium was not present.

Mauritania took note of the mechanism and commence the Mechanism for its efforts.
Mauritania is concerned with the deteriorating situation and that Rohingyas are still suffering
from blatant human rights violations. Mauritania condemns the crimes against Rohingyas.
Mauritania agrees with the prioritization of crimes against women and children as well as
pregnant women. Mauritania urges Myanmar to remove all restriction for the Rohingya
minority and to ensure a safe return of displaced Rohingyas.

Malawi welcomes the work of the Mechanism and wished to commend it. Malawi urges the
international community to cooperate. Malawi condemns the widespread arbitrary detention
following the military coup d’état. Malawi points out that all citizens have the right to enjoy
their full human right. Malawi wishes the Mechanism all success when it continues its work.

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland reiterates its support for
mechanism and condemns the coup d’état. The UK calls for the junta to return its power to
the elected government. The UK will continue to apply sanctions to Myanmar. The UK also
urges Myanmar to cooperate and other international justice mechanisms and take steps to
strengthen domestic accountability processes. This includes implementation of the Rakhine
Advisory commission. The UK asks the Mechanism, “What actions can the international
community take to further support your work?”

Christian Solidary Worldwide welcomes the Mechanism and calls for a resolute of the coup
of the junta.

Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development calls on the international community to
ensure accountability and that the UN can facilitate the Mechanism to ensure protection for
civilians

International Bar Association condemn the violent attacks against peaceful protestors
following the military coup d’état in Myanmar and the human rights violations committed by
the military junta against the citizens of Myanmar, including legal professionals.
to practice protection

Asian Legal Resource Centre
encourages the international community to overwhelmingly support the mandate’s work so
that the ongoing violence in Myanmar is ended and justice afforded to the survivors.



International Commission of Jurists points out that the IIMM is not a prosecutorial body or
a court, UN Member States must actively identify possible fora for legal proceedings which
could rely on evidence collected by the IIMM to help facilitate justice for the people of
Myanmar.

World Alliance for Citizen Participation CIVICUS states that the Myanmar junta has
committed serious international crimes. The work of the IIMM could not be possible without
the witnesses, thus calling for Member States to facilitate protection for them.

Head of the Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar, Mr. Koumjian
answering questions. Outreach to civilians is important for the Mechanism. By building up
our own capacity by having more staff, enhancing our language capacities, we want to have
as much material as possible. Letting people to understand what we do is important. Mr.
Koumjian also answered what the international community can do for the IIMM. He states it
is important to have protection of those who want to cooperate with us as many individuals
feel at risk. The IIMM appreciates all cooperation. In regards for state cooperation, Mr.
Koumjian points out that many states do not contemplate a Mechanism in their legislation.
Mr. Koumjian also mentions the cooperation with tribunals that can use as evidence in
proceedings internationally. For instance, as Mr. Koumjian mentions, prosecutions of human
right perpetrators in Syria have taken place in Europe.

End of interactive dialogue

Statement from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany, Mr. Heiko Maas starts his
statement with highlighting the work of the Human Rights Council. That coming to this
Council is with light and heavy thoughts of the ongoing serious human rights violations
around the world but also the improvements. We are all committed to the goal of ensuring
human rights to all people and that it is important to keep our determination although
experiencing setbacks and failure. This is crucial when we are assessing the situation in
Afghanistan and our moral obligation to the Afghan people. Therefore, Germany is stepping
up their humanitarian aid and Germany has its obligations to help Afghan people. Germany
strongly urges the Taliban to respect human rights. Beyond the situation in Afghanistan, the
human rights situation is concerning in many countries such as Yemen, Tigray region, North
Korea and Syria. Mr. Maas also urged Madame President to call on China and Beijing for
unrestricted access for investigation of the human rights situation in Hong Kong and in
Xinjiang. Those committing human right violations shall not go unpunished. Mr. Maas also
pointed out the importance of adapting to a changing world and to assess human rights
together will climate change, as climate change will inevitably affect all people. Mr. Maas
further elaborated on Germany’s role in the global supply chain and its commitment to
protect human rights. Germany has during this year aided the High Commission with 11
million USD for continued support of human rights. He also addressed Germany’s own faults
and domestic work against xenophobia, racism and antisemitism. Mr. Maas ended with the



stating the importance to keep the determination to make human rights a reality for all people
on the planet.


