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Composition of the HRC

Madame President Nazhat Shameem Khan opened the 15th Meeting, 48th Regular
Session Human Rights Council (HRC) on the 22nd of September at 10:00.

Statements by Members of the Council

Pakistan, on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, stated that the
protection, promotion, and cooperation for human rights need to be guided by dialogue
and by the principles of universality, impartiality, and transparency. Pakistan also stated
that selective approaches, double standards and politicization undermine the legitimacy
of the HRC and called for the treatment of all human rights with a fair approach, all
with the same emphasis. Finally, Pakistan expressed concern for the lack of Covid 19
vaccine equity and condemned islamophobia around the world.

Slovenia, on behalf of the EU and North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania,
Bosnia Herzegovina, Liechtenstein, the Republic of Moldova, Georgia, and
Armenia, regretted that the briefing that the Chair of the Peacebuilding mandate did not
take place. Slovenia also stated that the EU opposes the death penalty and expressed
concern for sexual and gender-based violence, the safety of indigenous human rights
defenders, and the right to have access to clean and safe water.

Argentina, on behalf of a group of countries, stated that the Covid 19 pandemic
highlighted the essential work of caretakers. Argentina followed by calling attention to
the fact that around the world women and girls undertake more unpaid care work than
men and stated the need to adopt necessary measures to remove barriers for women and
girls and to promote equal opportunities and participation in the labor market.

Uruguay, on behalf of Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Guatemala, Panama,
and Uruguay, expressed discontent for the no implementation of the mandate on HRC
on preventing human rights violations. Uruguay also regretted that there was no oral
update by the Chari on the mandate of the Peacebuilding Commission.

India, on behalf of a group of twenty-two countries, reiterated the importance of the
principles of university, impartiality, objectivity, and non-selectivity and called for the
HRC to integrate all human rights. India also stated that the selective focus of the
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council on certain human rights issues and situations is counterproductive and called for
the non-interference in internal issues and policies of states.

Azerbaijan, on behalf of the Non-Allied Movement, welcomed the report by Mr.
Saad Alfarargi on the right to development and expressed their support for his mandate.
Azerbaijan also stated that all human rights, including the right to development, are
universal, inalienable, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated, and that the HRC
should provide equal treatment to civil and political rights, economic and social rights,
as well as the right to development.

Luxembourg, on behalf of Azerbaijan, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Ecuador, Fiji,
Portugal, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Thailand, Uruguay, and Luxemburg, stated that
the Covid 19 pandemic has stressed the importance of the relations between promotion
and protection of human rights and the implementation of the 2030 agenda.
Luxembourg also reiterated its commitment to their human rights obligations.

Ecuador, on behalf of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, Costa Rica,
Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Ecuador, expressed
concern over the distribution of the Covid 19 vaccine around the world and criticised
the disparities in the distribution. Ecuador also called for the need of international
cooperation and solidarity to respond to the Covid 19 pandemic, which exacerbates
inequalities between countries.

Norway, on behalf of the Nordic and Baltic Countries, regretted that the HRC did not
get to hear from the Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission. Norway also expressed
concern for the targeting of women, activists, peacebuilders, minorities, journalists, and
other media workers around the world, and called for states to ensure accountability and
combat impunity.

China, on behalf of a group of countries, stated that many representations of
colonialism, such as economic exploitation, inequalities, systemic racism, violations of
indigenous human rights, armed conflicts, etc., are still impeding the engagement of
human rights around the world, including the right to development. China also called
upon the international community to jointly eliminate the negative impact of the effects
of colonialism and to promote and protect human rights.

Bahrein, on behalf of a group of countries, called for the integration of women in
peace processes and in conflict prevention initiatives. Bahrein also stated that all
humans are born free and equal in dignity and rights, however, discrimination persists,
even in the diplomatic arena.

China, on behalf of a group of countries, stated that certain countries, under the
pretext of democracy and human rights, flagrantly conducted illegal military
interventions and prolonged occupations in sovereign states, which undermined the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of those countries. China also stated that there needs
to be reparations for those countries affected by such military interventions and
occupations.



Armenia stated that September 21st marks the 30th anniversary of Armenia’s
independence. Armenia then followed by detailing policies and initiatives that the
country has undertaken to incorporate international human law and policies of genocide
prevention. Armenia also called attention to the violations of human rights by
Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-Karabakh region.

France aligned its statement with the one made by the EU. France conveyed that the
multiplication of crises, particularly the Covid 19 pandemic, climate change, pollution,
the loss of biodiversity, as well as socio-economic inequalities, have an increasing
impact on human rights. France also stated the link between issues regarding human
rights and the environment and called for equality for women and girls in the world and
the need to defend their rights.

Venezuela associated itself with the statement made by the NAM. Venezuela also
expressed its support for the mandate of the working group on arbitrary detentions and
enforced disappearances, as well as the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the right
to development. Venezuela also stated that unilateral and coercive illegal measures on
the part of some states violates international law and affects the enjoyment of human
rights.

The Republic of Korea stated that serious human rights violations are often the root
causes of conflict and violence and must be remedied to ensure lasting peace. The
Republic of Korea also conveyed that sustainable and inclusive development can only
be ensured by a human rights approach. Finally, the Republic of Korea expressed its
appreciation for the report on the right of privacy in the digital age.

Indonesia reaffirmed its commitment to the respect, promotion, and protection of all
human rights. Indonesia also stated that the disregard of the right to development
contributes to inequality in the response of the Covid 19 pandemic and to prolonged
crises. Indonesia also called for international cooperation to ensure the recovery from
the Covid 19 pandemic.

Cuba started its statement by criticizing the illegal economic, commercial, and financial
blockade imposed by the USA against Cuba, which has direct effects on the population
of the country, and which is criminal and immoral, especially during a situation of a
pandemic.

The Russian Federation noted with regret a growing disregard by countries in the
West of the fundamental principles of international law and non-interference. The
Russian Federation stated that the West is looking for new supply markets, cheap labor,
access to natural resources, and to do so they are searching for “new colonies”. The
Russian Federation claimed that, in order to do so, the West uses the pretext of the
protection of human rights to intervene in other countries.

Nepal called for the need to protect and promote civil and political, as well as social,
economic, and cultural rights. Nepal also detailed recent achievements by the country in



gender parity and empowerment as well as the government’s priority to reduce poverty
and promote economic growth in the country.

Namibia aligned itself with the statement delivered by the NAM. Namibia stated that
the low vaccination rate in developing countries means that the entire world remains
vulnerable to Covid 19 and called for international cooperation and solidarity to be able
to deal with the pandemic. Namibia also stated the importance of the right to
self-determination for people under occupation.

China stated that Covid 19 has shown that multilateral human rights institutions have
not sufficiently invested long enough into economic, social, and cultural rights. China
also called on the HRC to ensure all human rights equally, and stated that the Chinese
Communist Party, which recently celebrated its 100th anniversary, has solved the
problem of poverty in the country and ensured human rights at the highest level.

Pakistan stated that during the 70-year Indian occupation of Kashmir, the people of the
region have been suffering discrimination by the occupying forces. Pakistan claimed
that there are warning signs of ethnic cleansing and that India continues to trample
human rights in the region.

Mauritania started its statement by conveying that all human rights face major
challenges due to Covid 19, and that the achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals has been gravely affected due to the pandemic. Mauritania also detailed internal
policies and measures taken in order to improve the living standards of its citizens, and
to guarantee health and medical coverage and food security to a higher number of
citizens.

Sudan stressed the importance of the right to development and stated that climate
change is one of the main threats to humanity, which lead to a lack of food security,
forced displacements and armed conflicts. Sudan called for the need to establish a
mandate with a Special Rapporteur on climate change and human rights.

Germany aligned itself with the statement made by the EU. Germany also stated that
peace and security on the one hand and human rights on the other are two sides of the
same coin, and that the HRC and the UN Security Council must collaborate as humanly
possible. Germany expressed its opposition the death penalty and claimed that criminal
punishment has no deterrent effect on crime rates.

Qatar, on behalf of a group of countries, stated that the 9th of September marks the
second anniversary of the International Day for the Protection of Education from Attack
and expressed the need for a safe learning environment and a quality education for
everyone, including for girls. Qatar also expressed concern for the Covid 19 effects on
education and for the increase of attacks on schools, education facilities, students and
educators.

Statements by the List of Observer States



The International Committee of the Red Cross and Switzerland reiterated their
appreciation for the inclusivity of the work conducted under resolution 46/16. They also
called on states and organizations to show support for the Montreux Document, which is
intended to promote respect for humanitarian law and human rights law.

Ecuador expressed concern for the unequal access to vaccines for countries and called
for the need to mainstream human rights-based approaches to recover from Covid 19.
Ecuador also detailed national policies to promote vaccination campaigns in the country.

Switzerland criticized the lack of transparency of those countries who continue to enact
the death penalty. Switzerland also stated that it is working on strengthening the links
between the UN in Geneva and the UN in New York.

Finland aligned itself with the statement made by the EU. Finland expressed its full
support for the call to action for human rights by the UN Secretary General as well as its
concern for the security and precariousness of human rights defenders around the world.

Iraq stated the importance of leaving countries the choice as to how they protect rights
according to their national capacities, challenges, security, financial and cultural
particularities. Iraq also stated the importance of protecting the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of countries.

South Africa expressed concern that Covid 19 has exacerbated pre-existing inequalities
and led to a setback for the progress on women’s rights and for the protection of persons
under vulnerable situations. South Africa also stated that racism has also been
exacerbated by the pandemic and called for universal access to the vaccines.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea detailed national policies to provide food
to the population and stated that the country has actively joined international efforts to
promote and protect human rights around the world.

The USA stated that societies which respect and promote democratic institutions, the
rule of law, human rights, and gender equality are more stable, prosperous and secure,
and better equipped to face challenges. The USA also called for democratic society to
continue to defend civil society, independent media, promote free and fair elections, and
insist on accountability.

Belarus expressed its support for the death penalty and stated that it will not bend to the
pressure imposed by the EU. However, Belarus expressed its support for the increase of
transparency regarding the capital punishment.

Saudi Arabia reaffirmed its continuous efforts to promote and protect human rights at a
national and international level. Saudi Arabia also reiterated its continuous cooperation
with the human rights mechanisms and stated that a selective focus on some human
rights situations leads to a negative impact on the mandate of the HRC.

Malaysia stated that as an aspiring member to the HRC it will continue to allocate
respect and promote all human rights, including the right to development. Malaysia also



expressed concern for the Covid 19 pandemic and called for vaccine equity among
countries.

Georgia expressed its strong support to the Responsibility to Protect and for the need to
prevent genocides, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity. Georgia
also stated that the human rights situation in the Russian occupied Georgian territories
has been deteriorating and stated that the occupying forces have been committing
human rights violations.

Afghanistan called for the need to respect human rights of all, especially of minorities,
human rights defenders, journalists, women and girls. Afghanistan criticized the
Taliban’s decision to open schools only for boys, denying girls the right of education.
Afghanistan also called for the international community to stand with the people of
Afghanistan in order to protect their human rights.

UNICEF and UN Women stated that girls must be able to complete their education
without discrimination and free from gender biases and expressed supports for states
which work to end discrimination of girls’ rights.

Nigeria expressed that it understands the imperative of upholding human rights and
fundamental freedoms. Nigeria also detailed national efforts to protect citizens from
Covid 19 and to ensure the SDG in the country.

The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf highlighted the importance
of promoting and protecting human rights in order to achieve prosperity at all levels of
society as well as it emphasized the importance of international cooperation to combat
pandemics, climate change, and the technological impact on human rights.

Timor-Leste expressed that, in the times of Covid 19, states should put aside their
differences and be committed to provide a strong response to the pandemic.
Timor-Leste also stated that civil society in the country has been able to build bridges
between vulnerable communities and to strengthen dialogue and reconciliation, while at
the same time holding the government accountable and bringing citizens closer to the
democratic institutions.

Botswana stated that the Covid 19 pandemic has had devastating effects on the people
of Botswana, as well as the implementation of the SDG in the country. Botswana also
called for the need to ensure Covid 19 vaccines for everyone and criticized the
difficulties of mobilizing international resources to help countries recover from the
pandemic.

The United Nations Environment Program expressed encouragement by the
Council’s increasing awareness on environmental issues and the link with human rights.
The United Nations Environment Program also commended the Council’s leadership in
negotiating a draft to recognize the right to a healthy environment.



Comoros expressed concern for the increase of the violence against women and
children in the country despite the efforts made by the government. Comoros stated that
it will continue to establish measures to eradicate this phenomenon by the year 2030.

Sweden stated that the impact of the global pandemic pls the extreme weather events
due to climate change are putting great pressure on human rights across the world.
Sweden called for the need for the international community to cooperate and stated its
strong support for the multilateral system, with the UN at its core. Sweden also
expressed concern for the situation of human rights defenders around the world, who
are facing greater challenges and are putting their lives at risk.

Iran stated that it has always advocated for the non-politicization of the HRC. Iran also
stated that efforts to achieve sustainable development by developing countries are often
restrained by obstacles out of their control, such as the adverse effects of unilateralism,
global health crises, unilateral coercive measures, and climate change.

Sierra Leone stated that its government is committed to fulfill its obligations to all
human rights, including the right to development, as well as committed to implement
the 2030 agenda, the SDGs, and the Paris Agreement.

Tunisia called for international cooperation to protect human rights, without selectivity
or discrimination. Tunisia also stated that the situation for developing countries has
worsened due to the pandemic and called for the need for universal access to the
vaccines.

Lebanon focused its statement on AI systems, which although constituting a giant leap
forward in terms of technology, such advances could pose a threat to certain human
rights as well as widen the digital and technological gap between nations.

The United Republic of Tanzania stated the need for the protection of a safe and clean
sustainable development and stated that the environment is always the first victim of
poverty. Tanzania also detailed national policies and legislation implemented to protect
biodiversity and the environment in the country.

Algeria conveyed that it works hard to defend the human rights of men and women in
the country. Algeria also stated that people living under occupation and the resources of
which are being pillaged should be able to enjoy all their rights, including the right of
self-determination.

Mauritius detailed national policies, such as free education and free transport and
meals for children in disadvantaged situations, to guarantee the right to education in the
country.

The written statements by non-governmental speakers can be found here.

https://hrcmeetings.ohchr.org/HRCSessions/RegularSessions/48session/Pages/Oral-statements.aspx

