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Composition of the HRC

Main Report

Madame Vice-President Monique T.G. Van Daalen opened the Interactive Dialogue
with the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Saad Alfarargi, on the Right to Development on the
17th of September at 17:00pm.

Mr. Saad Alfarargi, began his statement by thanking those countries, as well as civil
society organizations, which provided practical examples for the report on ways in
which they have integrated the right to development into national climate action. The
Special Rapporteur indicated that the present report examines the intersection of climate
action and the right to development primarily looking at national level efforts.

Mr. Alfarargi stated that, as indicated in his report of 2019, climate change continues to
be one of the adverse global trends that poses a challenge to the implementation of the
right to development and the global climate crises, as well as the increasing number of
climate disasters and new global pandemics, have the potential to undo decades of
development. The Special Rapporteur continued by stating that climate change impacts
have already fallen on the most vulnerable parts of the global society and those who
have not yet been able to reap the benefits of development and are not able to shield
themselves or adequately recover from the fires and floods aggravated by climate
change are the ones who suffer the most. Indigenous peoples, internally displaced
persons, persons with disabilities, and women in vulnerable situations are among the
groups disproportionately affected by climate change. Moreover, Mr. Alfarargi pointed
out that the communities most effected are often those who do not participate in
decision processes on actions that address the consequences of climate change.

The report also focused on the absence of adequate transparency and accountability
mechanisms for potential violations and urged governments to design and implement
ambitious comprehensive policies that pave the way for a real and transformative
ecological transition. Mr. Alfarargi concluded by stating the need for countries to ensure
the right to development by supporting development models that achieve a safe climate
and meet the Sustainable Development Goals.

Statements
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Egypt, on behalf of the Group of Arab States, applauded the report's reference to the
impact of climate change on the right to development. Egypt also stated that the Covid
19 pandemic has adversely affected development and exacerbated inequality around the
world, in particular for poor and marginalized communities. Egypt concluded by
emphasizing how both the global climate crisis and the increase of pandemics might
undermine many developing programs.

The European Union reiterated its support to the right to development based on the
principles of universality, indivisibility, and interdependence of all human rights with
the individual as the central actor of the development process, and states having the
primary responsibility for ensuring their citizens benefit from development. The EU
also agreed with the report on the need for effective participation by indigenous peoples,
minorities, women, human rights defenders, and youth in policy making regarding
climate action.

Bahrein, on behalf of the Gulf Cooperation Council, welcomed the report and agreed
with the statement that climate change has a direct impact on the right to development.
Bahrein called for international cooperation to fight climate change and conveyed that
the member countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council have taken the effects of climate
change on human rights into account in their development arrangements.

Cameroon, on behalf of the Group of African States, thanked the Special Rapporteur
for his report, in particular for the highlighting of good practices, the reviewing of
challenges and ensuring the meaningful participation of rights holders. Cameroon stated
that Africa, while contributing far less greenhouse emissions than other regions in the
world, it is the continent which is carrying the heavier burden on the negative effects of
climate change, placing constraints in the development path of the region, and
exacerbating challenges of food security, access to healthcare, access to education,
among many other challenges.

Bahamas stated that climate change represents one of the most critical threats to the
efforts of sustainable development. Bahamas also expressed that the frequency and
intensity of extreme weather events poses risks to the economic growth and the lives
and livelihoods of their populations. Therefore, Bahamas reaffirmed its conviction that
collective multilateral partnerships are needed to compliment national efforts to truly
“leave no one behind”.

Sierra Leone aligned its statement to the one conveyed by the African Group. Sierra
Leone stated that climate change represents a challenge to the Sustainable Development
Goals and that its widespread unprecedented impacts are disproportionately affecting
the poorest and most vulnerable. Sierra Leone also expressed that such a situation has
the potential to undo decades of development and, therefore, climate action requires a
coordinated solution and international support to help developing countries to fulfill the
Paris Agreement.

Indonesia thanked the Special Rapporteur for the presentation of the report and
expressed that international cooperation is instrumental to support the efforts of



countries to achieve their development agendas. Indonesia also stated that it continues
to contribute to capacity building initiatives for developing and the least developed
countries.

Ecuador agreed with the report of the Special Rapporteur, and detailed that the country
has led the call for the international community to work on negotiating a global binding
agreement on marine waste and plastic pollution in order to fight climate change.
Ecuador also urged all countries to accept the recommendations made by the Special
Rapporteur on the need to integrate the right to development in climate action programs
and projects.

Armenia thanked the special focus of the Special Rapporteur on the response and the
recovery of the Covid 19 pandemic Armenia also stated that states have the primary
responsibility for the creation of an environment favorable to the realization of the right
to development but that the current pandemic continues to impact the perspectives for
sustainable development. Armenia concluded its statement by emphasizing that
populations who have recently suffered armed conflict are in a vulnerable situation to
face the impacts of climate change.

Togo welcomed the holding of the ID with the SR on the right to development but
regretted that the Covid 19 pandemic has jeopardized the efforts made by countries
which have the weakest economies.

There were complications with the audio of the representative of Senegal.

Bangladesh stated that the right to development is an inalienable right to all people but
that the Covid 19 has deepened inequality and that climate change is threatening the
development of many countries.

Egypt commended the report and its focus on climate action. Egypt also conveyed its
concern on how to fight climate change. There were complications with the audio and
the statement by the representative of Egypt could not be interpreted.

Iraq stated that climate change has adverse impacts on all human rights, including the
right to development, and it is a challenge that needs a collective effort by the
international community. Iraq also conveyed that it is one of the 5 countries in the world
most affected by climate change and called for financial support to the poorer countries
in order to help them implement the Paris Agreement Terms.

Venezuela expressed gratitude for the presentation of the report and agreed with the
Special Rapporteur on the need for international cooperation for the promotion of the
right to development. Venezuela also detailed national policies to combat the impact of
climate change and reiterated its invitation to the Special Rapporteur to visit the country.

Angola stated that climate change has affected the implementation of human rights all
around the world, and that in Angola severe droughts are threatening the human rights
of the population living in the south of the country.



Bahrain concurred with the Special Rapporteur on the importance of establishing
efficient mechanisms to implement development projects according to the Paris
Agreement and the Rio Declaration. Bahrain also stated the importance of setting up
national strategies and policies to combat the environmental degradation resulting from
global warming and detailed its national strategy for the protection of the environment.

Cuba expressed gratitude for the presentation of the report and agreed with the Special
Rapporteur for the need for states to collect and assess data linked to the environmental
impact on development policies and projects. Cuba also detailed national policies
promoting the conservation and the sustainable management of land and reiterated the
country's support to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur.

Vietnam stated that it was one of the most impacted countries to the effects of climate
change and that the country has worked with the international community to promote
cooperation and to prioritize the issue of climate change in the HRC.

The Russian Federation stated that tying the human rights agenda with the issues of
climate change is unjustified and artificial and called on the Special Rapporteur to
refrain from interfering in the work of UN specialized agencies.

Morocco called for the imperative need to combat the effects of climate change and
reaffirmed Morocco’s commitment to the international efforts to combat climate change,

India stated that it has been taking steps to fulfill their obligations regarding the right to
development and to combat climate change. India detailed its policies on inclusive and
sustainable development in the country and offered to partner with other counties and
with the international community to work against climate change.

Saudi Arabia expressed that it supported most recommendations made by the Special
Rapporteur, especially those concerning environmental efforts. Saudi Arabia also
detailed the reforms the country is doing since they adopted the Kingdom 2030 Vision
and announced initiatives to combat climate change such as the Saudi Green Initiative
and the Middle East Green Initiative.

Malaysia stated its full support to the HRC process of developing a legally binding
instrument regarding the right to development. Malaysia also stated that climate change
has an impact on human rights, in particular the right to development, and detailed
national initiatives to combat climate change and to promote sustainable development.

Nepal conveyed the challenges that the country is experiencing due to the severe impact
of climate change. Nepal also stated that Covid 19 represented a “wake-up call” for the
international community for the need to cooperate on climate action.

Namibia stated that climate change represents the greatest challenge the world is facing
today and expressed concern for the effects of the climate to the fishing and the tourism
industries of the country.

China welcomed the report and its focus on climate change from the perspective of the
right of development. China also criticized the USA for being the largest emitter of



carbon emissions in the world and criticized the previous USA administration for
regressing its climate actions. China also condemned the USA for its carbon emissions
due to war operations and called attention to how wars destroy the economic and social
development of sovereign countries.

Mauritania stated the importance of combating climate change and expressed its
awareness between climate change and development. Mauritania also detailed its
policies and programs to reverse the negative impact on the people and the
environment.

Iran stated that the right of development has direct impacts on the realization of all
human rights. Iran also expressed its commitment to prevent foreseeable adverse effects
of climate change to the country’s population and make sure that those affected have the
necessary means to adapt.

Oman agreed with the Special Rapporteur on the need to have clear policies intended to
ensure the right of development and making them tangible and meaningful for the
population. Oman also called for the need to ensure international cooperation, in
particular between developed and developing countries.

Madame Vice-President Monique T.G. Van Daalen called the end of the 10th Meeting of
the 48th Regular Sessions of the Human Rights Council at 18:30pm and postponed the
continuation of the ID with SR on Right to Development for the 20th of September
2021.

Mister Vice-President Yuri Borissov Sterk opened the 11th Meeting of the 48th Regular
Sessions of the Human Rights Council at 10:00 of the 20th of September 2021 for the
continuation of the ID with SR on the Right to Development.

Algeria thanked the Special Rapporteur for the focus on practical elements to deal with
the challenges of climate change. Algeria also stated that policies to combat climate
change should ensure the wellbeing for all without discrimination as to ensure
sovereignty over natural resources.

Chad expressed its belief that none of the targets mentioned in the report can be met
without the active and informed participation of the communities affected by climate
change and making sure that they participate at all levels of decision making and
implementation. Chad also called for the international community to cooperate in the
fight against climate change.

Azerbaijan detailed measures undertaken by its government to ensure that the country
achieves the 13th Goal of the SDGs. Azerbaijan also stated that it aims to restore and
promote reforestation of lands affected by climate change.



Panama stated that it is one of the three carbon negative counties in the world, however
the country is highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Panama also detailed
national policies to mitigate the impact of climate change and how such policies
integrate a gender dimension and diversity to ensure that “no one is left behind”.

Burkina Faso saluted the efforts undertaken by the Special Rapporteur to identify how
to integrate climate action into development programs. Burkina Faso also stressed that
the negative impact of climate change on the enjoyment of human rights and the right to
development is a reality in the country.

Cote d’Ivoire endorsed the statement by the African Group. Cote d’Ivoire also
expressed concern for the frequency and intensity of climate change events and stated
that, despite commitments taken by states, the international community is not
undertaking sufficient efforts to combat climate change.

Laos stated that the country is working on combating climate change and Covid 19
while minimizing the impacts to the human rights of its population. Laos also called for
the international community to enhance efforts to eliminate poverty around the world.

Malawi stated that climate change is the major threat of the 21st century and that
Malawi, as well as other countries, while being one of the least pollution countries, still
suffers the brunt of the effects of climate change. Malawi also called upon the
international community, in particular major developed countries, to reduce its carbon
emissions.

Marshal Islands stated that, as an island nation, climate change poses a threat not only
to their development but to also to their existence.

Uganda called for countries to cooperate in order to combat climate change, which is
more severe in Africa than in any other region of the world. Uganda also reminded the
international community about the large population of refugees that live in the country
and how they are especially vulnerable to climate change and to the Covid 19 pandemic.

Libya praised the efforts made by the Special Rapporteur and took notes of his
recommendations. Libya also stated that the right to development is a crucial right in the
country and that they are working to promote development for their population.

The Philippines stated that, as one of the most at-risk countries, the Philippines
continues to give top priority to climate action. The Philippines also detailed national
policies undertaken to tackle climate change and to promote development.

South Sudan stated that the right to development is essential, especially for newly
independent countries, and that the government’s current development agenda is to
improve the wellbeing of every member of the society in the country.

Haiti endorsed the declaration made by the Bahamas. Haiti also stated that international
cooperation and solidarity need to play a major role in pursuing the right to
development. Haiti concluded its statement by stressing that Covid 19, climate change,



and socioeconomic impacts are major factors that have increased inequality in the
country.

Maldives stated that its government has mainstreamed climate action across all
development policies and has integrated community groups into all facets of
decision-making and implementation of said policies.

The South Center called for the international community to cooperate and for the need
to identify those countries who will suffer the most due to climate change and to
consider their needs.

Pakistan stated that analyzing the right to development within the context of climate
actions at national level alone may ignore the larger context of the right to development
and called for the need to mobilize the international community to combat climate
change and promote development.

The written statements by non-governmental speakers can be found here.
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